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Didcot Power Station inspires remarkable Crucifixion 


MENORAH is the title of this remarkable painting by the Oxford 
Christian artist, Roger Wagner which the Bishop of Oxford sug- 
gests should hang permanently in Dorchester Abbey. The painting, 
which the Bishop believes will prove to be 'one of the outstanding 
paintings of the late 20th century', is hanging temporarily in the 
Abbey, close to the huge cooling towers of Didcot Power station 
which inspired the artist as he passed by on a train. The sense of 
vulnerability experienced by Roger Wagner when he saw the smoke 
and steam pouring from the power station gave him the idea of 


placing a crucifixion in the foreground. Afterwards the six towers 
and a chimney reminded him of the menorah, the seven-branched 
candelbrum which is a Jewish symbol of God's presence. So this 
Menorah speaks of a God who identifies with our suffering through 
the death of his Son and brings the possibility of hope even to the 
stark and wintry landscape of Auschwitz. The Rector of Dorchester, 
Canon John Crowe, is encouraging people to come and see the paint- 
ing and to record their comments in order to widen the discussion 
about whether it should be purchased for Dorchester Abbey. 


Church fund helps 
struggling farmers 


AS FOOT AND MOUTH 

reaches epidemic proportions, 
Church leaders in the Diocese 
have affirmed their strong sup- 
port for farmers and all affect- 
ed by the outbreak. The 
Bishop of Dorchester, Colin 
Fletcher has been in contact 
with local farmers from the 
outset. ‘Many of them have 
underlined to me just how dif- 
ficult things are. They will need 
all our support and prayers 
over the coming weeks and 
months,’ he said. 

So far there have been three 
confirmed cases in the Oxford 
Diocese and the widespread 
restrictions on the movement 
of animals have also created 
huge problems says the Revd 
Glyn Evans, the Diocese’s 
Rural and Regional Officer. 
‘Many farmers have cash flow 
problems. They can’t take their 
stock to market to generate 
income but they have feed bills 
to pay,’ he said. 

It is to help with emergency 
situations like this that the 
major Churches have set up a 
national relief fund. It is being 
administered by the Arthur 
Rank Centre, the Churches’ 
Rural Resource Centre at 
Stoneleigh Park. The fund has 
reached £2 million and is deal- 
ing with many requests for 
help. Donation form on page 2. 

Churches are also asked to 
ring their tolling bell for five 
minutes at noon on Sundays 
as an invitation to pray for 
farmers, vets, slaughtermen 
and all who are affected by the 
Foot and Mouth crisis. The 
Bishop of Oxford has written 


to all rural clergy offering his 
support and including some 
suitable prayers. In Great 
Milton in Oxfordshire copies 
of the prayers were delivered 
to every household. 

A strong spirit of self-help is 
developing within the farming 
network and the wider com- 
munity says Glyn Evans. He 
has received calls, some from 
people with counselling skills, 
offering to be ‘a voice at the 
end of the telephone’ for isolat- 
ed farmers and their families. 

Some churches have been 
direcdy touched by the crisis. 
At Sulhamstead church, close to 
a major dairy herd of over 300 
cows, mourners at a funeral 
were limited to close family 
and friends and had to walk 
through disinfectant before 
entering the ancient churchyard. 

Glyn Evans urges people not 
to relax their vigilance because 
the crisis could last for months. 
Don’t ignore ‘keep out’ 
notices, do keep dogs on leads 
and don’t visit the countryside 
unless it is essential, he says. 

‘The Church can do a great 
deal to help support farmers 
and their families’ says Glyn 
Evans. ‘We need our congrega- 
tions and clergy to be well 
informed about their prob- 
lems. We need to use the agri- 
cultural festivals to show that 
God really cares about farmers 
and we need to be pro-active in 
providing individual support 
to farmers and their families. 
We need to buy British and 
buy local’, he says. 

You can reach Glyn Evans on 01608 
674567 or mobile 07870405241 





All this comes from one village 




The place to shop for interiors ♦ On the A44 in Woodstock 

Craft made articles for the home ♦ From craftmakers’ cooperatives 
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Opinion 

How to grow an organic 


Church 



in brief 


Fanning the Flame 


THE other day I caught the 
end of ‘Desert Island Discs’. 
The week’s castaway was 
John Lill, the concert pianist 
whose choice ranged from 
Brahms to the Goons. The 
thing that really struck me 
was the motivation which 
lies behind his playing. He 
said that when practising it 
was as though he was clear- 
ing away the dirt on a win- 
dow, so that people could see 
through to the world which 
lay beyond. That struck me 
as a very powerful image 
which resonated with our 
own motivation as the 
Church, the people of God. 
Our desire must be to help 
people see beyond the ‘win- 
dow’ of the life of the church 
to the vast panorama of the 
Kingdom of God, which we 
are all called to enter and 
explore. 

This chance encounter with 
Radio 4 together with read- 
ing John Drane’s latest book, 
The MacDonaldisation of 
the Church raised again the 
question, ‘How are we to be 
God’s people, the Church, in 
this first decade of the 21st 
Century?’ 

Programme to people 

The prime focus of God’s 
investment has always been 
people. The Bible is a long 
record of those God has 


called to share in his purpos- 
es and plans. They are people 
from all walks of life, and 
often are vulnerable, weak 
and downright unpleasant. 
Nevertheless, they find them- 
selves caught up into God’s 
purposes and gradually, in 


CHRIS NEAL 
WRITES 


their journey with him, often 
find themselves shaped and 
moulded in new ways. 

God’s love for individuals 
reaches its climax in the per- 
son and ministry of Jesus. In 
his own experience he dis- 
covers God’s love as that of a 
parent to a child, and that 
drives him in his passion to 
love others, particularly the 
rejected, marginalised, 
unlovely and unlovable. 

Organisation to organism 

If we are to be a window into 
the Kingdom we must beat 
with that same passion, but 
sadly and so frequently the 
programmes simply keeping 
‘the show on the road’ can 
become the sole object; this 
leads to a second area of 
mind shift change. 

On a recently completed 


Alpha course, several people 
had come to a new under- 
standing of the Christian 
faith and were taking tenta- 
tive first steps in a relation- 
ship with Jesus Christ. They 
were invited into the life of 
the local church and at that 
point you couldn’t see them 
for dust as they made their 
escape. With one voice they 
said they were interested in 
the Christian faith, in the 
community experience of 
Alpha, but did not want the 
package of institutionalised, 
organised church. 

This will be the great chal- 
lenge of the next few years. 
How do we move from being 
deeply organisational to liv- 
ing organically? So much of 
what defines church is heavi- 
ly organisational, whereas in 
the main, people are looking 
for the possibilities of rela- 
tionships and community 
which are open-ended and 
offer the exploration and 
growth, and which allows 
them beyond the window 
into the life of the kingdom. 

Grind to gifting 

If the emphasis must change 
from programme and organ- 
isation to people relating in a 
much more informal and 
fluid way, it must also allow 
people to discover and use 
their God-given gifts. 


Although we pay lip service 
to lay ministry or every 
member ministry, we have 
not yet really learnt how to 
value it, or see the possibili- 
ties beyond the congregation 
and Sunday worship. God’s 
Spirit has invested in the 
church a wealth and multi- 
plicity of gifts and talents 
and they need to be released, 
nurtured and encouraged. , 

Security to risk 

Some may find the above 
exciting and exhilarating. 
Others will find it daunting 
and frightening, but wherev- 
er we are on that continuum, 
we need to recognise that if 
we are going to invite people 
to work through the window 
into God’s Kingdom land- 
scape, then we have to allow 
the Spirit to lead us into new 
ways. I believe he has 
already been doing this, and 
that is the encouragement of 
‘Sharing Life’. We also need 
to remember that this 
month we celebrate the 
Resurrection. The promise of 
the empty tomb is that Jesus 
Christ is alive and promises 
to go ahead of us, and to be 
with us as we continue in 
this great but risky adven- 
ture of faith. 

Canon Chris Neal is the Diocesan 
Director of Evangelisation 


! Yes 


want to support farmers through the Churches 7 Fund 



THROUGH their network of 
rural chaplains, the Churches are 
in touch with farmers and agri- 
cultural workers across the coun- 
try. Many are facing serious 
financial difficulties due to Foot 
and Mouth Disease, and need 
our help. Please give gener- 
ously to the ARC Addington 
Fund. Every penny will go to sup- 
port the farming community. 

Please complete and return this 
coupon to: The Arthur Rank 
Centre, NAC Stoneleigh Park, 
Warwickshire CV8 2LZ 


I want to support the Churches’ ARC Addington Fund 

I enclose a cheque made payable to: ARC-Addington Fund. 

Please debit my Access/Visa/CAF/MasterCard 
Card no: 

Expiry Date: Valid from: 

Signature: Date: 

Name Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

Address: 


Post Code 
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THE short term Easter radio 
station Flame FM is running 
again this year after their suc- 
cess in 2000. It will be broad- 
casting from 24 March to 15 
April on 107.7FM from St 
Mary’s Church in the centre 
of Aylesbury. Last year the 
station raised £2,200 for 
local charities, and this year it 
hopes to raise even more for 


Aylesbury Child Contact 
Centre, Tearfund and the 
Toybox charity based in 
Amersham. 

During it’s period of broad- 
casing, the station will seek to 
celebrate 2000 years of the 
Christian faith and help to 
highlight the importance of 
the Easter period in the 
Church calendar. 


Introducing Marilyn Parry 


The Revd Dr Marilyn Parry 
has been appointed Oxford 
Diocesan Director of 
Ordinands, and a 
Residentiary Canon at Christ 
Church. She takes up her 
post in August on the retire- 
ment of Canon Martin 
•Peirce. She is currently 
national Adviser for Pre- 
Theological Education and 
Selection Secretary for the 
Ministry Division of the 


Archbishop’s Council. She 
has been also been responsi- 
ble for the highly acclaimed 
‘Exploring Faith’ series of 
adult education study books. 

Dr Parry, who will be the 
Oxford Diocese’s first 
woman Director of 
Ordinands, is married to 
David, Team Rector in 
Hemel Hempstead. They 
have two adult children. 


Peddling for pennies 


The Oxfordshire Historic 
Churches Trust Cycle Rides 
have raised over £1 million 
over the years. The 2001 
Ride alone raised £96,000. 
Richard Lethbridge, High 
Sheriff of Oxfordshire did it 
the hard way. He walked 
around 25 churches in sup- 
port of Dorchester Abbey’s 
appeal and raised £8,400. 


Little St Mary, Holwell, 
achieved an impressive 
£4,767 and Henry Candy, a 
racehorse trainer, swapped 
saddles and visited over 30 
churches for Kingston Lisle, 
raising £3,430. Over 

Worton Church raised over 
£3000 and seven other 
churches raised over 

£ 1 , 000 . 
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Fancy a game of cricket? 


The Revd Tom Moffatt, 
Vicar of Thatcham has taken 
over from the Revd Ed 
Newell, (the Bishop of 
Oxford’s Domestic Chaplain 
and Research Assistant) as 


Secretary of the highly suc- 
cessful Oxford Diocesan 
Clergy Cricket Club 
(ODCCC). Any new mem- 
bers wishing to join please 
contact him: 01635 862616. 


Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 


ALICANTE, 

TORREVIEJA, 

CALPE 

We have a large selection of 
privately owned villas and 
apartments, all sizes of parties 
welcome, with shared 
or private pools. 

01903 531251 

Near beautiful sandy 
Mediterranean beaches, bars and 
restaurants. The airport is 
only 45 minutes away. 
ALSO PROPERTIES FOR SALE 


Call: 

0161 904 9000 

for your free Christian catalogue 


Get those odd jobs done now! 

•All building work undertaken* 
•No job too small* 

• 40 Years Experience • 

• 20% discount for OAP's • 

Telephone: Oxford 

Mobile: 07990 956398 



FED UP? 


Tired of working long hours, 
commuting, no money? 

FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN WORK 
FROM HOME 

International Company seeks people 
keen to earn 

£300-£1 500 per month PfT or much more F/T 
visit: www.HBIN.com 

quote ref: LV2881 

or ring Ingrid on 0774 703 2734 . 


Bluebells 

Landscape Gardeners 

Specialising in: 

Block Paving and Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Groundwork - Hard and Soft, 

All Aspects of Brickwork. 

Photos and references if 
required 

15 years experience 
FREE ESTIMATE 


Tel: 01189 462373 
07947 765525 



11 Brackstone Close 
Reading, RG4 5AL 

^bluebellslandsca pe@anserve.net 



IK 
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BETTER PAVING BY: ' 

TRADITIONAL 
PAVING X 
LIMITED \ 

Pattern Imprinted Concrete 

Many Colours and Patterns 

For: 

Driveways, 

Patios, 

Car Parks 
& Paths 


to Choose from 



' 

■ ' ; : : . 


Weed Free. 

See our Display in the 
Wyvale Garden Centre 

For a free no obligation quotation 

Tel: 01367 242848 

^ www.virginbiz.com/tradpav ^ 
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News 


Synod votes for church remarriage of divorcees 


THE OXFORD Diocesan Synod 
has voted by a large majority to 
accept the principle of remar- 
riage of divorcees in church 
during the lifetime of a former 
spouse. The suggested guide- 
lines and procedures were also 
accepted, but with a reduced 
majority 

The proposals, from the 
Winchester Report Marriage in 
Church after Divorce , on which 
the vote was taken, were: 

1 Do you accept the principle 
that there are circumstances in 
which a divorced person may 
be married in church during the 
lifetime of a former spouse? 

2a Do you support the recom- 
mendations summarised in 
Chapter 9 of the Report as they 
right way to proceed? 

2b If not, what do you consider 
to be the shortcomings of the 


recommendations ? 

Proposing the motion at the 
Synod in High Wycombe on 3 
March, the Bishop of Oxford, 
the Rt Revd Richard Harries, 
said that divorce and remar- 
riage were not to be taken light- 
ly. Although marriage to one 
partner was the primal principle 
of God in creation, we always 
fell short of the ideal: the 
Church had to legislate for a 
fallen world. The Anglican 
Church did not see the marriage 
bond as one that could not be 
broken, but as one that ought 
not to be broken. ‘Marriages do 
sometimes die and the bond no 
longer exists,’ he said. 

In accepting the possibility of 
remarriage in church after 
divorce in certain circum- 
stances, the Church was not 
‘capitulating to the spirit of the 


age’, said the Bishop, but was 
‘witnessing to the Christian 
truth of forgiveness and the pos- 
sibility of a new start’. The 
Church had not changed its idea 
of marriage as a lifelong union. 

There was no shortage of peo- 


sellor,. commented that a num- 
ber of people needed to be 
involved before a marriage was 
called ‘dead’; she had seen 
‘dead’ marriages revived. She, 
like the Bishop himself, had 
changed her views from not 


pie wanting to come 

forward to 

accepting that 

any remarriage 

How the voting went 



Proposal 1 

For 

Against 

Abstentions 

House of Laity 

77 (87%) 

12 (13%) 

0 

House of Clergy 

55 (85%) 

8 (12%) 

2 (3%) 

House of Bishops 

3 

1 

0 

Proposal 2a 

House of Laity 

51 (57%) 

32 (36%) 

6 (7%) 

House of Clergy 

35 (54% 

28 (43%) 

2 (3% ) 

House of Bishops 

3* 

2 0 

‘Chairman added casting vote. 


contribute to the discussion. could take place, to thinking it 
Mrs Doris Swinbank from appropriate in certain cases. 
Maidenhead, a marriage coun- The Revd Jonathan Baker 


from Reading, a General Synod 
member; had on the other hand 
changed from accepting remar- 
riage to feeling that Scripture 
and tradition weighed against 
it. He was worried that in prac- 
tice we might be heading for 
‘second marriage on demand’. 

Pressure on clergy? 

While most speakers were in 
favour of proposal 1, many 
were concerned about the 
practical proposals in 2a. These 
involve giving responsibility to 
incumbents, with bishops in a 
advisory role, to decide if a mar- 
riage should take place in 
church, and outline basic ques- 
tions to be asked beforehand. 
This was liable to place great 
pressure on parish clergy and 
bishops, and to lead to over-all 
inconsistency. An alternative of 


setting up independent panels, 
as in Canada, was suggested. 

The Revd John Wynbume of 
Beaconsfield was one of those 
who spoke of the evangelistic 
opportunity offered by contact 
with couples wanting a second 
marriage in church: in his expe- 
rience an open policy on remar- 
riage had often led to renewed 
Christian commitment. 

There had already been 
substantial support for a 
‘yes’ answer to recommenda- 
tion 1 from the 20 deaneries 
which had discussed the pro- 
posals. The opinions of all 
the dioceses are being passed 
on to the House of Bishops 
to form the basis of their 
report to General Synod 
before the end of this year. 

Report by Clare Wenham 


Sad death of a Chancellor 


IT IS with very deep sadness 
that we have to announce the 
death of Peter Boydell, QC, 
Chancellor of Oxford 
Diocese. He died in Princess 
Grace Hospital Mary le bone 
on 23 February 2001 after a 
short and unexpected illness. 
He was 80 years old. 

‘Peter had served the Diocese 
of Oxford as Chancellor with 


great care and distinction for 
over 40 years. He will be 
missed by very many friends 
and colleagues both in this 
Diocese and elsewhere’, said 
John Rees, Joint Diocesan 
Registrar. 

There will be a memorial 
service on Thursday, 14 June 
at 5.15pm at the Temple 
Church in London 


St Augustine’s busts truancy 


A ‘Truancy Buster’ award of 
£10,000 has been won by St 
Augustine’s School Oxford 
despite all the uncertainty 
over its future as a combined 
Anglican/Roman Catholic 
upper school. 

St Augustine’s is one of fifty 
schools in the country who 
have done the most to com- 
bat truancy over the last 
three years. The award was 
presented by Jacqui Smith 
MP at an event in London 


on 28 February. 

The head teacher, Elizabeth 
Gilpin said: ‘We put our suc- 
cess down to our Christian 
ethos and to various practi- 
cal strategies such as having 
a rapid response worker 
who does home visits. We 
regard each student a being 
created by God and impor- 
tant and valuable. We don’t 
give up on them, even when 
they give up on themselves’. 



Happy Birthday 1 05 times over 


After reading her card from the Queen and blowing out the candles on her huge cake, Miss Olive 
Hunt, a resident at St John’s Home, Oxford rose to her feet to make a short speech at her 105th 
birthday party on 23 February. This remarkable woman came to live in St John’s in 1988. From 
her window she can look out over the Cowley area of Oxford where she has lived all her life and 
where for many years she ran a cobbler’s shop. Miss Hunt still has perfect recall of her long life 
including the Sunday school parties she attended as a child in St John’s Home grounds when 
there were so many children that the sandwiches were carried in a large laundry basket. 


Healing is ‘an 
essential part of 
mission’ 

THE HEALING ministry is an 
integral part of Christian min- 
istry, and not an optional 
extra, Bishop Dominic told 
the Diocesan Synod at High 
Wycombe on 3 March. In 
proposing the motion the 
Synod encourages parishes to 
develop the ministry of heal- 
ing as an essential part of the 
mission of the Church, he said 
that it is a powerful, evangelis- 
tic tool, and a sign of God's 
presence and renewal. It was 
central in Jesus’ ministry of 
redemption and reconciliation 
but, although the ministry has 
grown, it is still neglected by 
many. The Synod voted unan- 
imously to accept the motion. 
The possibility of appointing 
officers in the deaneries with 
special responsibility for heal- 
ing is being considered. 


• Belated congratulations to 
Stephen Norrish, Director of 
Milton Keynes Christian 
Foundation for his MBE in 
the New Year’s Honours list. 
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Is ‘ Healing ’ 
on your Easter 
Agenda? 

Canon Paul Thomas asks you to j 
consider the Parish's giving to ! 
St Luke’s this Easter. 


S t Luke’s Hospital for the Clergy is the laity’s 
gift to its clergy. Founded in 1892, the Hospital 
exists to provide free treatment to active and retired 
Church of England clergy, and their dependants, as well 
as Ordinands, members of Anglican religious orders, 
Church Army officers, overseas missionaries, and priests 
from Anglican Churches abroad. We cannot treat every 
condition here, but we can help in other ways. Our object 
is to treat our patients at times convenient to them (and 
their congregations) and get them back to their parishes 
as soon as we can. 

St Luke’s is a small acute hospital, with a very warm 
family atmosphere, and a very well-equipped operating 
theatre. And, in a moving example of Christian giving, 
220 of the country’s top Consultants give their services to 
St Luke’s in their free time and entirely without charge. 

Please help - or come and see us 

Inevitably there is always a need for money, for the 
Hospital costs £4,500 a day to run, and we rely entirely 
on voluntary contributions. Please help if you can, with 
an Easter gift or a fund-raising event. And if you would 
like someone to come and share your worship and talk to 
you about St Luke’s, or if a party from your parish would 
like to visit the 


St Luke’s 

HOSPITAL FORTHE CLERGY 1 

Caring for those who care for others ^ 
1 4 Fitzroy Square, London W I T 6AH 
TcL 020 7388 4954. Fax. 020 7383 4812 j 
E-mait stluke@stlukeshospital.org.uk J 
Website: stiukeshospital.org.uk 
Registered Charity 209236 , 


Hospital, do please 
get in touch! 






The Rev. Canon 
Paul Thomas. 
General Secretary and 
Hospital Administrator 
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People & places 


The Jewish Passover is more like Christmas! 

Tanya Joyce, a member of the Oxford Council of Christians and Jews, writes about the joyful Seder 
or Passover meal which she says bears little resemblance to the solemnity of the Last Supper 


What will you do with 
this love of mine? 

Canon Ronald Diss remembers John Taylor, a former Bishop 
of Winchester, who died in Oxford on 30 January, aged 86 


TWO FRIENDS, one Jewish 
and the other Christian spent 
their lunch break discovering 
the amazing similarities 
between Passover and . . no 
not Easter but Christmas! 

This is not to deny that the 
Last Supper was a Passover 
meal, for we know that it was, 
from the Gospels. Although 
we have only few indications 
of the form the Passover ritual 
took in Jesus’ time (Mark 
chapter 14 for instance). 
However; to look only at the 
ritual details is to limit our 
view. So I was intrigued to 
observe that anticipation, a 
joyful climax, followed by lots 
of washing up, was the pattern 
of events recognised by my 
friends for those two great but 
seemingly very different cele- 
brations. My two friends high- 
lighted the fact that the Easter 
story and its enactment differs 
completely from the Passover 
ceremony - a fact not always 
appreciated by Christians. 

Christians who dramatise the 
Last Supper as a ritual meal 
may recreate some elements of 
a Jewish Passover meal or 
Seder. However; these do noth- 
ing towards changing the som- 
bre atmosphere, a mood 
entirely different to that of the 
Jewish Feast which is observed 


during eight days of celebra- 
tions. The story of the Last 
Supper is a solemn occasion, 
full of mystery and foreboding. 
In retelling the story Christians 
face the darkness of Good 
Friday. Not until Easter 
Sunday does the mood change 
to one of celebration. 

Demonstration Seder 

Last March the Oxford 
Council for Christians and 
Jews organised a demonstra- 
tion Passover Seder at the 
Synagogue in Oxford. Those 
who attended discovered that a 
Seder is a joyful family occa- 
sion full of fun and no less holy 
for that. We were guided 
through the rituals by Jesmond 
Blumenfeld and his family who 
kindly gave us some insight 
into this particular family cele- 
bration. The story told at the 
Seder meal is a drama created 
with words and illustrated by 
ritual foods. It tells of the con- 
frontation between the 
oppressed Israelites and an 
intransigent Pharaoh and of 
the flight of God’s people to 
safety through the parted 
waters of the Red Sea. 

The emphasis on fun for chil- 
dren was apparent from the 
start. From Jerome Blumenfeld 
we learnt how the Passover rit- 


ual is introduced with four 
questions, usually asked by the 
youngest child present. These 
set the scene, encouraging the 
atmosphere of awe and 
enquiry which permeates the 
evening. Thus the questioner 
asks why this occasion is so 
special. To help the explana- 
tion four cups or glasses of 
wine are drunk at set points 

Besides traditional songs and 
foods there is a story within a 
story, a device to help the 
adults guide their children 
through the evening. The 
actors in this little drama are 
four children who have differ- 
ent characters. One is wise, the 
second wicked, the third sim- 
ple and the fourth incapable of 
asking a question. For each 
child there is a set response. 
The freedom of discussion that 
this performance stimulates 
needs little encouragement in 
most Jewish milieus. 

We followed the ritual with 
the help of a book called a 
Haggadah ( the words means 
‘the telling of the (story)’ ). This 
is a kind of prayer cum hymn 
cum service book of which 
there many different editions 
including some for children. 

The demonstration was not a 
full Seder meal. Nevertheless, 
something of the warmth of 


the family occasion became 
apparent as we quaffed our 
four glasses of ‘wine’ (actually 
grape juice). It was evident that 
the Seder evening becomes 
more tuneful as the evening 
proceeds and we were privi- 
leged to hear Rebecca 
Blumenfeld singing traditional 
Passover songs. 

Ttoo different stories 

I have written this account 
partly as a warning to 
Christians who try to recreate 
Jesus’ last Supper as a Seder 
based on current Jewish prac- 
tice, ignoring the Hebrew 
Scripture on which it is based. 
For this creates a spurious ritu- 
al which confuses two com- 
pletely different stories. 
Coming from a mixed 
Christian/Jewish background, 
I have had the privilege of 
attending Easter ceremonies in 
various Christian traditions as 
well as celebrating Passover 
with Jewish friends. My per- 
sonal preference at Easter, is to 
let the Gospels speak for them- 
selves. Dramatic embellish- 
ments taken from present day 
Judaism are anachronistic and 
disrespectful of those following 
another faith. Maybe it’s time 
to stop this activity and to get to 
know each other a little better. 


ON the day after I received your 
Editor's request to write a brief 
obituary of Bishop John V 
Taylor I received a letter from 
a friend in Winchester Diocese. 
Writing of Bishop John she 
said Tt was moving to hear 
people on the day of his funeral 
and afterwards talking about 
the way he influenced people in 
this diocese, either personally 
or though what they had 
observed in others./ 

I was Bishop John's Chaplain 
during his first years in 
Winchester, and can bear wit- 
ness to this very personal, pas- 
toral side of his ministry. For 
example his diary was strewn 
with names, but who were 
they? Eventually I discovered 
these were the birthdays of 
children he met in the diocese - 
often needy in some way - to 
whom he privately sent cards. 
As he did to the Knights of the 
Garter on their birthdays, since 
as Prelate to that Order he 
took a personal interest in the 
Knights and their families. 

Much has been said already in 
the national press about his 
achievements as a preacher 
and theologian of renown and 
rightly so; but he turned his 
hand to song writing too, like 
the one he wrote and composed 
(for guitar) one Valentine's 


Da(y. It was a haunting song of 
God's never ceasing search and 
longing for His children. It 
began 'Will you be my 
Valentine, answer Yes or No,' 
and ended 

'It was I who made your sun to 
shine ; 

Turned your water into wine; 
What will you do with this love 
of mine 

That never lets you go?' 

Part of Bishop John belonged 
to Africa, especially to Uganda 
and his work there through 
CMS. He rejoiced in arts of all 
sorts, and he loved Oxford too, 
from his student days and then 
renewed them when, as Bishop 
of Winchester, he became 
Visitor to certain Oxford 
Colleges. When the time came 
for retirement he and Peggy his 
wife chose to make their home 
in Oxford, and lived within a 
walking distance of Magdalen 
College Chapel where they 
ofte*i worshipped. There his 
funeral took place before a 
crowded and distinguished con- 
gregation on 9 February. His 
other love, Winchester, will see 
a memorial service at 2.30pm 
on 7 April, and there his ashes 
will also rest. 

Canon Ronald Diss was Domestic 
Chaplain to Bishop John. He lives in 
retirement in Canterbury. 



FAIRTRADE CHOCOLATE was given out free to Witney shop- 
pers by Christian Aid volunteers on 10 March. The aim was to 
highlight the Fairtrade label which guarantees that the third 
world producer has been paid a fair price. 


SNIPPETS 


PENNIES FROM HEAVEN 

When Anthony Hogg, Vicar 
of Hanney, Denchworth and 
East Challow visited Cape 
Town’s Don Bosco Hostel, for 
homeless children he was hor- 
rified to find their Christmas 
cake was filled with stale 
bread. He told the story to his 
parishioners who sponta- 
neously donated money to the 
children. In the last five years 
they have raised £2383 for the 
hostel helped by St James 
School, Hanney and St 
Nicholas School East Challow. 

AQUATIC VICAR Charles 
Overton has resigned as priest- 
in-charge of Hughenden to 
take up an unusual appoint- 
ment in France. An enthusias- 


tic water lily grower, he has 
become the manager of the 
most prestigious aquatic plant 
nursery in the world - Latour- 
Marliac between Bordeaux 
and Toulouse. It has a museum 
and art gallery and is open 
from 15 March to 15 October 

SUSPICIOUS FLAGS? A 

union flag and a Diocesan flag, 
have been taken from a cup- 
board in the Church of St 
James the Less, Pangbourne. ‘I 
can understand there might be 
a market for the union flag but 
I would be surprised if other 
churches were tempted to buy 
the Diocesan flag at a car boot 
sale,’ said Edward Goddard, a 
churchwarden. If you can help 
ring him on 0118 984 2702. 


POSTMAN PAT Pat Dawson 
has been cheerfully delivering 
letters for the ten years around 
the village of Chilton. He and 
his wife worship at nearby 
Hagbourne but once a month 
they join their friends at All 
Saints, Chilton. When the 
assistant minister, the Revd 
Mary Carney, learned of Pat’s 
secret ambition to read the les- 
son at Chilton, she invited him 
to do so on 25 February, just 
before his retirement. A collec- 
tion was made for him and 
the church was overflowing. 
The service finished with the 
choir singing the ‘Postman Pat’ 
signature tune with words 
adapted for the occasion. And 
the lesson for the day? One of 
Paul’s letters of course! 


Election pack 

A General Election is likely 
before very long so be pre- 
pared! A 27-page General 
Election pack compiled by 
the Oxford Diocesan Board 
for Social Responsibility is 
now available. It includes 
guidelines on planning a 
public meeting, questions 
to ask of prospective can- 
didates on a range of topics 
and briefing papers. There 
will be more details in the 
next issue but to get a 
pack now contact: Mrs Jo 
Saunders, Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 
0NB. 01865 208223 or 
access it from the Diocesan 
Web Site: www.oxford.angli- 
can.org/election 


CARERS 

REQUIRED 

Dual Registered 
Residential 
+ Nursing Home 

Day or night duties 
Opportunities for further studies, 
help with NVQ’s. 

Pension scheme, 4 weeks holiday 
Up to £6.50 per hour 
Please contact Margaret 

01608 658223 

or write to THE LANGSTON, 
STATION ROAD, KINGHAM, OXON OX7 6UP 
Good transport from Chipping Norton 
by bus or Oxford, Charlbury, 
Moreton-in- Marsh by train 


THE METHODIST CHURCH 
Witney and Faringdon Circuit 

(Long Hanborough Section) 

Seek to appoint a 
FULL TIME 

LAY WORKER 

(3 year appointment) 

The person appointed will have pastoral 
oversight of 5 churches and will be under the 
supervision of the Superintendent Minister. 

Salary: £14,000 

Starting Date: 1st September 2001 

Application form and job description available 
from: 

Roy Townsend 
TiNi 

High Street, Finstock, 

Chipping Norton, Oxon OX7 3DA 

Tel: 01993 868665 

email: judytownsend@waitrose.com 
Closing date for applications: 16th April 2001 




SwinDon safet X 

BOROUGH COUnCIl 

In car crashes, 

2 out of 3 
child deaths would , 
have been 
prevented, 
and injuries^ 1 
greatly 
reduced, 
if the 
right 

child restraint had been fitted 
and correctly used. 


Make sure your child is safe. 

For more information contact Margaret 
Tester at the Road Safety Section on: 

Tel: 01793 466399 
Fax: 01793 466362 



Road Safety 
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Interview. . 




Felicity Randall 


THE MOTHERS’ UNION has been part of Felicity Randall’s life 
since she was a child and on 26 March in Christ Church Cathedral she 
was commissioned as President of the Oxford Diocesan Mothers' Union. 
She wants to raise the profile of the MU and to encourage people to see 
it as a modem society worth belonging to because of its strong belief in 
family life and its commitment to issues such as Jubilee 2000. Raised in 
a vicarage and married to a vicar, Felicity nevertheless pursues an inde- 
pendent course rooted in the simplicity and directness of the 
saints of her native Northumberland. 


I HAVE been going to the 
Mothers’ Union since I was a 
child. The meetings were in the 
afternoon and they had cook- 
ery demonstration and 'made 
rag rugs for church bazaars. I 
remember an occasion, when I 
must have been under school 
age, listening to a man speak- 
ing about Africa and deciding 
that I was going to be a mis- 
sionary. At the end of the 
meeting he came over and pat- 
ted me on the head and said 
that I had been the only person 
listening. 

My father was Vicar of St 
Matthews, Newcastle and my 
mother, as a vicar’s wife, was 
very much the unpaid curate. 
She was also Mothers’ Union 
Enrolling Member for 47 
years and was once asked to 
be Diocesan President of 
Newcastle Diocese but had to 
decline because she didn’t 
drive a car. 

As children we went to 
church too much and got put 
off. I have always been very 
envious of people who have a 
great conversion experience. I 
sometimes think that when 
you are brought up as a 
Christian, it’s just a matter of 
routine and you don’t think 
about it. I was confirmed 
when I was nine. My father 
prepared me for it and I don’t 
remember anything about the 
preparation or the confirma- 
tion which I think shows that 
nine is too young. 

I went to St Hilda’s, an 
Anglican convent in Whitby, 
and about two weeks after I 
got there I decided I was going 
to be a nun. But they started 
holding it against me that I 
wasn’t behaving well enough 
to be a nun. So I gave up the 
idea and decided to be not 


very well behaved. 

In Oxford I didn’t go to 
church at all. I didn’t think 
about God either because as 
far as I was concerned going to 
church was just going to 
church and nothing to do with 
God. My brother was training 
for ordination at St Stephen’s 
House and there was this 
other student there who just 
wouldn’t go away. In the end I 
got used to him being around 
and married him and I don’t 
regret it at all. 

The problem of being a 
vicar’s wife resolved itself in 
the end partly because I have 
never known any other way of 
life. For me life in the vicarage 
is what life is about. I cannot 
imagine being the wife of 
someone who goes out nine to 
five. However, I was deter- 
mined not to be the unpaid 
curate and to do all the things 
that my mother had done and 
Ian supported me in that. After 
we were married I had a patch 
when I didn’t go to church and 
I have always made a choice 
about what I do - for instance 
I love working with children - 
whereas I could see that my 
mother had guides and Sunday 
school and Mothers’ Union 
and that sort of thing imposed 
on her by the expectation of 
my father. 

I never really thought about 
my faith until we went to 
Cowley. I didn’t take the chil- 
dren to church because they 
were not welcome. And then I 
suddenly decided that I wanted 
to take them so I chose the 
most difficult service I could 
think of and took them along 
to that. They behaved beauti- 
fully and we were accepted 
back but that did make me 
think not only about my own 


faith but about the Church in 
general. Not all that you find 
when you think like that is 
particularly flattering to the 
Church as a whole. 

We always say that every 
service is an all age service and 
that children are welcome. St 
Peter’s Didcot came very close 


to an ideal from the families 
point of view. It had a 
Eucharistic pram service 
which is quite unusual fol- 
lowed by a toddler group. 
Numbers fluctuated but 
sometimes we could get up to 


25 mums with 40 children. It 
was absolute bedlam but 
totally brilliant and so accept- 
ing for everybody. When 
someone phoned about 
wanting to get the baby bap- 
tised you could say: ‘Come 
along on Tuesday morning the 
vicar will be there’. And they 
would come and find a 
Eucharistic service and other 
mums and small children who 
saw it as a normal thing. 

I think the church needs to be 
much more open to saying to 
families that Sunday isn’t nec- 
essarily the only day when you 
go to church. You can still be a 
Christian and believe in God 
and come to church on a 
Tuesday if it’s better or a 
Wednesday or whenever. But 
then the church also needs to 
be welcoming if people do 
come on Sundays because 
somewhere there has to be a 
link between the Tuesday or 
Wednesday morning and the 
Sunday service because you 
hope that some of them will 
make that jump. 

The Mothers’ Union has 
always stood up for family life 
and for Christianity within the 
family but it’s a big problem 
breaking dowit the image that 
it’s for married women only. 
Anyone who has been baptised 
in the name of the Trinity can 
become a member - men, 
women, married, unmarried 
and those who have partners 
rather than spouses. Our 
image is very out of date. In 
reality the Mothers’ Union is 
very accepting, very forgiving 
and very in touch. I am most 
proud of our involvement in 
Jubilee 2000 which was a 
watershed for the MU and 


really changed people’s atti- 
tudes to us. We are now 
involved on United Nations 
commissions and things of 
that sort. 

During my time as Diocesan 
President I hope to raise the 
profile of the Mothers’ Union 
and to encourage people to see 
it as a modern society which is 
worth belonging to because it’s 
strong belief in family life is 
something people are seeking 
now. I would like to raise its 
profile amongst the clergy and 
in the Church as a whole and 
also in the community so that 
more people might begin to 
think ‘Oh yes I would like to 
belong to that’. I also want to 
make people aware that you 
don’t have to go to traditional 
branch meetings, that you can 
be a Diocesan member and still 
support what the MU stands 
for and the work that it does. 


Photograph by Frank Blackwell 
Interview by Christine Zwart 


Of late my own faith has gone 
back to my roots and to Celtic 
prayer and Celtic Christianity. 
It is partly childhood memo- 
ries of going on an annual pil- 
grimage across to Holy Island 
in the days when there wasn’t a 
road and everybody walked 
across and partly the simplicity 
of the lives of the Celtic saints. 
I have always felt that 
Cuthbert and Hilda were very 
much part of my understand- 
ing of Christian faith when I 
was younger. The direct mes- 
sage they were trying to put 
across still speaks to me. It feels 
like a coming home. 



Felicity Randall was bom in Tynemouth and educated in 
Newcastle and at St Hilda's Convent, Whitby. Her father was an 
Anglo Catholic priest who now lives in retirement in Reading. 
Felicity went to Ruskin College of Art in Oxford and while there 
met her future husband, Ian then an ordinand in training at St 
Stephen's House. They were married in 1966 and have served 
in parishes in Perivale, Fulham, Cowley, Didcot and currently 
Windsor. They have three grown-up children and two grand chil- 
dren. Felicity has been a Mothers' Union member since 1985. 
She has been Chairman of Young Families, Training Officer and 
Canterbury Provincial Trainer. She was elected Mothers' Union 
Diocesan President for a three-year term from 1 January and 
was commissioned at Christ Church Cathedral on 26 March. 




TAYLOR & GOODMAN LTD 
ELECTRIC MOTOR ENGINEERS 

SPECIALISING IN ORGAN 
BLOWER MOTORS 

REPAIRERS OF ALL TYPES OF BOTH 
A.C AND D.C MACHINES 

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

TELEPHONE: 0118 9864337 

7 CRADOCK ROAD 
READING 
BERKS. RG20LB 


FLOOD MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEMS LTD 

Affordable flood protection for doors and 
airbricks. 

Protect your property from the risk of flooding, 
fit FMS Flood Protection 
Simple to use, simple to fit. 

For more information 

Tel: 0121 556 7029 

E-mail: 

floodmanagement@aol.com 
Website: 

www.floodmanagement.bigstep.com 



THINKING ABOUT IT? 

^ / We also give We are a consultancy business who can 

< advice to people < advise you on improvements to .your garden 
Ai/ho are not selling ( 0 optimise the value of your property. 
Rta P f0p Jr Call Simon on Mobile: 07751 583570 


DO YOU VALUE YOUR 
CHRISTIAN BOOKS? 


Would you like to help churches in developing 
countries to produce their own books? 

We have been doing this for over 300 years. Projects 
include mini-libraries for local church leaders; locally 
produced worship and teaching books. Christian books for 
village, hospital and college libraries. We need your help to 
continue this ministry. You can make a real difference. 
Would you like more information? Would 
you like to make a donation? Just fill in 
this coupon and send to: 

SPCK Worldwide, Freepost, London NWl 4DU 
or phone 0207 387 5282 
Name (please print): 

Address: 


Postcode 


I enclose a donation of £ 


(cheques payable to SPCK Worldwide) 

Please send me more information Q 231m 
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GUILDFORD 

CATHEDRAL 


The Affordable Funeral Plan Ltd 

National Westminster Bank Building. The Showground. 
Selstield Road, Ardinglv, West Sussex RH17 6TL01444 891 123 
\\ w w. affordable funeralplan. c o . u k 


Advice Guidance & 
Counselling (NVQ) 


Seeking qualifications 
for your counselling 
skills? 

Oakleaf Assessments 
provide a professional 
assessor service. 

01604 517147 

e-mail: 

oakleaf.assessments 

@talk21.com 


You can always depend on our church 
insurance. 

Established as the Anglican insurer 
in 1 887, our knowledge is specialised 
and unrivalled. 

To show how much we care, we 
don’t just do repairs when there is a 
claim: we are constantly helping to 
keep our churches well preserved. 

We do this by sharing our 
profits with the Church. Last year 
we contributed to 3 1 6 new 
building projects. 

This is just one way in which we 
demonstrate the total commitment 
we make to you. 


ECCLESIASTICAL 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 


Thursday 17 May 7.30pm 

(Anniversary of Consecration) 
FESTAL EUCHARIST 


Saturday 1 9 May from 1 2 noon 

BRICK-GIVERS’ REUNION 


Saturday 2 June 7.30pm 

FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT 


Saturday 3 June 
PATRONAL FESTIVAL 
10.30am Festal Eucharist 
6.30pm Whitsunday Procession 


Saturday 7 July 4pm 

BAPTISM AND WEDDING REUNION 


Full details from Guildford Cathedral Office 01483 565287 


Escape the Rat Race 


International Company seeks enterprising 
people to work from home Part-time/Full-time. 

CALL HOTLINE 

0207 - 864 6524 

www.millonairebiz.com 
3 (code - progress) 


PREGNANT? WORRIED? 

• Free pregnancy fest 

• Someone to fa Ik to 

• Support 

• Accommodation 

• Help after abortion 

2nd Floor, 1 30 High Street 

OXFORD 01865 202435 

and at Aylesbury, Bracknell, Reading, Slough and Wycombe 

caring for women 

Reg. Charity No 274144 




Call: 

0161 904 9000 

for your free Christian catalogue 


NORMANDY, FRANCE 

Creative writing in a creative environment 
Creative in Calvados features include: 

• Excellent tutors 

• Idyllic lakeside location 

• Easy transport links 

• Collection service 

• Small informal groups 

• Beautiful forest walks 

• Dine out each evening 

• Superb local food 

• Midweek/ weekend courses 

• Very much abroad 

Contact Steve Harvey 0131 6694025 

steveharvey@creativeincalvados.co.uk 
website www.creativeincalvados.co.uk 


Telephone: 0845 777 33 22 
vrvv’.v. eigonline. co. uk/ church 


The Affordable Funeral Plan is an insurance policy, which 
provides three levels of cover for funeral expenses. 

The Bronze Plan for £10 a year, which provides £1,000 towards 
funeral expenses and for £15 a family membership. 

The Silver Plan for £15 a year, which provides £1,500 towards 
f funeral expenses and for £22.50 a family membership. 

The Gold Plan for £20 a year, which provides £1,500 towards 
funeral expenses and for £30 a family membership. 

Applications are open to persons aged between 16 and 70 years of 
age on application. The family membership covers your spouse or 
partner and up to four children aged between 6 months and 16 years. 
There is an initial six month qualifying period, a minimum of form 
Filling and no medical, it could not be more simpler. 

Call for a full brochure and application form 

01444 891 123 


DO YOU WANT. 

More Income? Financial Freedom? 
To run a simple business from home? 

If you are ambitious, intelligent and not 
afraid of hard work. 

Call for a free information pack 

0115 954 2229 (24hrs) 


transform the outside of your 
home with new 


SPECIALISTS IN UPVC FASCIAS, 
SOFFITS AND CLADDING 


We are a local company 
specialising in fitment of 
new gutter systems, 
fascias, soffits, cladding 
and barge boards. All the 
work is guaranteed and 
we use only 
qualified carpenters. 


guttering 
facia 


downpipes 


barge board 


FOR YOUR FREE QUOTATION 

CALL NOW ON 
01235 525559/ 
07971 320886 
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Feature 



sharing life 


2. Committed to unceasing prayer 

This is the second in a series of explorations about Sharing Life. Each month a different person 
considers one of the themes of our evangelisation strategy. We will offer an explanation, some discussion 
points and a focus for contemplation. We suggest cutting these out and keeping them for further study. 


i Unceasing 
! prayer 

e always 

J thank God for you 
| all, and mention 
' you in our prayers 
1 continuously, 
i (Thessalonians 
i Ch 1 v2) 

! o pray and to 
i teach others to 
i pray. This is all: 

, given this ev.ery- 
J thing else folows. 

! (Bede Frost) 


i Discussion 
! points 

1 1 . ‘It is our duty and our 

I joy’ 

I Why is it our duty, and 
* how can it become our 
, joy? 

I 2. Can I bring everything 
I to God in prayer? 

1 3. ‘You made me; You 

■ love me; You value me.’ 

I Can this be true of me, 

I now, where I am ? 

4. Do I pray because 
I God is my Creator and 
I Redeemer, or because I 

■ want something badly ? 

! c \_ 



He knelt beneath 
the olive grove 
And the trees 
bent over Him; 
And though all 
life by Him was 
made, 

His soul in 
twilight dim 
Sought for the 
blessed will of 
God 

Until the cross 
shone clear for 
Him; 

Then came He 
forth in strength 
again 

And went to die 
for sinful men. 

Father Andrew SDC 


Behold I have caused a door to be opened 
before you which no one can shut 


Pause for. contemplation 


NUNS fret not at their convent’s narrow 
room, and hermits are contented with their 
cell. The Prayer of those whose work is to 
pray for us as they look into the face of God: 

6 am The Incarnation all waking, going out 
to work. 

9 am The Holy Spirit all, schools, office, business. 

Noon The public life of Christ all in feat; despair 
3 pm The Passion of Christ the suffering 
and the dying. 

6 pm The Sacrament peace in homes, the 
abandoned. 

9 pm The Risen Christ all afraid to die, all 
carers. 

Midnight The Holy Trinity Night shifts, all 


caught up in abuse. 

3 am Christ in Gethsemane all in their dark- 
est hour 

We walk regularly to the chapel or church, we 
read the psalms and hear the Bible, not for 
our own sake, but because this is the work of 
the Church. We hear of the grace of God and 
of the violence of human nature; we begin to 
see the face of God in our sorrows, joy, hor- 
rors and fears in our repentance and forgive- 
ness, and in our loves. Somewhere, someone 
in agony draws healing, someone in joy draws 
blessing, from this reservoir of prayer - the 
unceasing prayer of Christ which we are all 
called to share. 


Explanation 
and exploration 


UNCEASING prayer is 
a relationship and a 
journey. A recent review 
of the life of Thomas 
Merton commented that 
Joan Baez (a singer and 
activist from the 1960’s) 
wanted him to leave the 
monastery and join her 
on the road; I suppose 
many people have a sim- 
ilar feeling about 
prayer; that it is all 
right, a last resort, but 
what matters most in 
the end is what you do. 
So what is prayer? Two 
things perhaps, a rela- 
tionship and a journey. 

A journey 

How do we travel? We 
are all on the road, and 
we have a purpose and 
an arrival point. We 
may go on foot, by car, 
barge, plane. All of us 
are supported by the 
ground, the road, the 
water, the air that 
enables us to move 
along; in coming to 
know Christ, we find 
that He is the ground on 
which we walk, the water 
that bears us up, the 
engine of the car that 
takes us on. He makes 
with His friends a touch- 
ing place - a relationship 

Entry into God’s love 

Words and actions dis- 
pose us for prayer; but 
when we turn to God, 
we do not start some- 
thing new. The prayer 
which is the unceasing 
love of Jesus for the 
Father, and which spills 
over as the Holy Spirit 
enfolds us, and yet veils 


from us the glory that we 
are as yet too weak to 
behold. Jesus talked 
about the face angels, 
those who are able to 
behold the face of the 
Father in heaven, and 
who care especially for 
the little ones. He 
Himself spent whole 
nights in prayer; His 
inner heart and eye 
always fixed on the 
Father who had loved 
Him, and whom He had 
loved, from before time 
began. When we break 
bread in His Name, 
when we enter into 
prayer, each time the 
door opens into that 
most loving and eternal 
relationship, because we 
are heirs of the 

Kingdom, and He is our 
elder Brother, and this is 
our Father’s house. 

Unceasing prayer 

Just as love needs its 
sacramental moments of 
expression, so do we 
need our ‘times of 

prayer’. In our busy 
stressed lives we do our 
best, but there are some, 
like Thomas Merton, 
whose work is to be 

there, day and night, 

with the angels, looking 
into the face of God, and 
holding open the door 
that the rest of us may 
enter into the unceasing 
prayer of Christ. 

Sister Hazel 

Sister Hazel Is one of the 
Sisters of St Etheldreda's, now 
living in Widen and worshipping 
with the Society of the Sacred 
Mission. 


WANTED 

96 people serious 
about losing weight 
and gaining vitality 

01752347444 


www.dietuk.net/7465 


WORK FROM 
HOME 


Part/Full-time 

Log on to 

www.hbitl.net/74G5 

or call Alan on 

01752 347444 



Roberts 
Master Thatchers 

I v High quality thatching 

f using all materials / 

with 25 years combined experience / 
Working in ail areas 
References and portfolio 
of previous work available 

01235 762979 , 01296 738443 
07765 407447 , 07713 696750 



Work from 
Home 

earn extra income 
www.2earnuk.com 


Lose all the 
excess weight 
you want 


Telephone: 
01795 520909 


www.2dietuk.com 

01795 522760 


WANTED 


Serious people to 
loose weight 

Tel: 01277 653711 

or www.healthyu.org.uk 

(Independent herbalife distributor) 

Skin Care Products Also Available 
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SLIDES OR PHOTOS 


Copied onto Video or CD. 

Old audio tape reels/records onto Cassette or CD 
Betamax & USA videos converted 


I Tel/Fax: Celtic Films 02920 520599 for leaflet I 
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THE ETHICAL 
PARTNERSHIP 

Independent Financial Advisors 

• Ethical sc Socially Responsible 
Investment Specialists (onshore and 
offshore 

• Retirement Planning (inc. Stakeholder 
Pensions) 

• Inheritance Tax ®c Long Term Care 
Planning 


FREEPHONE : 0800 0924090 


The Ethical Partnership is a member of IFA Network Ltd which is 
regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. Also a member of 
UKSIF (UK Social Investment Forum) 
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Comment 


A well grounded hope 


ONE of the 
biggest 
changes in the 
Church over 
the last one 
hundred years 
is the lack of 
emphasis 
on 

prospect 
heaven, 
modern 
those 



FROM THE 
BISHOP 
OF OXFORD 


now 
the 
of 
Just 
hymns 
written 


contrast 
with 
in 

Victorian times or earlier 
and the point is made. 

What is particularly 
startling, however, is the 
fact that according to 
opinion polls the per- 
centage of those who 
believe in an afterlife is 
not much higher amongst 
church people than in the 
population as a whole. 

It is easy to understand 
why so few people have a 
lively faith in a life after 
death. But as St Paul 
wrote ‘If for this life only 
we have hoped in Christ, 
we are of all people most 
to be pitied’ (1 

Corinthians 15vl9). We 
don’t want people to be 
obsessed by the afterlife. 
We are meant to concen- 
trate on doing God’s 
work in the present one. 
Nevertheless, the 

Christian hope that life 
points beyond itself and 
has a consummation 


beyond space 
and time 

(however dif- 
ficult to 
imagine) is an 
essential fea- 
ture of the 
Christian 
faith, not an 
optional 
something we 


extra or 
can set light to. 

If we have a relation- 
ship with God and God 
is eternal, how can it end 
with death? If our capac- 
ity to love is grounded in 
God and grows only 
through him, how can 
death destroy it? If the 
person we truly are is 
known only to God, is as 
it were held in his heart, 
how can our death take 
away from that knowl- 
edge? If Christ is raised 
from the dead in a deci- 
sive victory over evil and 
death and we are united 
to Christ, should we not 
say with St Paul that 
‘Death has been swal- 
lowed up in victory’ and 
live our life with the 
quiet confidence of a well 
grounded hope? As our 
Easter liturgy says 
Christ is risen 
He is risen indeed. 

/2c 3 ay* 


Diocesan appointments 


The Revd Geoffrey Borrowdale, 
Curate Bracknell Team Ministry 
with special responsibility for St 
Andrew’s Priestwood to be Priest-in 
-charge of Theale with Englefield; 
The Revd Charles Chadwick, Priest- 
in-charge Stokenchurch w Ibstone to 
be Vicar of Bridgwater Diocese of 
Bath and Wells; The Revd John 
Cotman, Priest- in-charge, St John’s 
Palmeira Square, Hove to be Team 
Vicar, West Slough Team Ministry; 
The Revd Maureen Devine, 

Assistant Curate NSM St John and 
St Stephen Reading, to be NSM 
Beech Hill, Grazeley and Spencers 
Wood; The Revd Christine Dyer, 
Team Vicar West Slough Team 
Ministry to be Priest-in -charge of 
Linslade; The Revd John Gawne- 
Cain, Vicar of Uffington, 


Shellingford^Woolstone and 
Baulking, and Rural Chaplain for 
Archdeaconry of Berkshire to resign 
as Rural Chaplain; The Revd Bruce 
Lyons, formerly PIC Ostend with 
Knokke and Bruges to become NSM 
Curate, Deanery of Newbury; The 
Revd William Olhausen, Assistant 
Curate, Greyfriars Reading to be 
Associate Vicar at Holy Trinity 
Cambridge; The Revd Simon 
Walker, Curate of Abingdon Christ 
Church, moving to Chester Diocese 
with permission to officiate. 

We are sad to announce the death of: 

The Revd Richard Cowen, Priest-in- 
charge Reading St Agnes w St Paul 
and The Revd Canon Charles 
Hodgson, Canon Emeritus of Christ 
Church Cathedral. 


Christ is risen! Go tell . . 

Communication is still a vital element in the Church's ministry writes David Winter, the new 
chairman of the Diocesan Communications Committee. 


ALICE MEYNELL ends a 
poem called ‘Easter’ with 
two hauntingly simple 
lines: 

And all alone , alone, 
alone, 

He rose again behind 
the stone . 

Her point was to contrast 
the noise and clamour of 
Good Friday, the very pub- 
lic nature of the crucifix- 
ion, with the silent, unseen 
and utterly private resur- 
rection, hidden within the 
‘shuttered dark’ of the 
tomb. So it was that the 
defining event of 
Christianity, the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus, took place 
unknown even to his 
friends and unseen by any 
human eye. This was a com- 
pletely private occurrence. 

Yet the first angelic com- 
mand to the astonished 
women who found the 
tomb of Jesus empty was to 
end that privacy. ‘Go’, they 
were told, ‘tell his disciples 
and Peter - he is not here, 
he is risen, and has gone on 
before you into Galilee’. 
We must assume that, over- 
coming their bewilderment 
and fear, they did what 
they were told, setting in 
train an explosion of com- 
munication which saw the 
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Easter message proclaimed 
on the streets of Jerusalem, 
throughout Judaea, into 
Samaria and from there far 
and wide across the known 
world. The good news 
reached these shores soon 
aftewardsr, and over the 
years Christians have ‘gone 
and told’, so that there are 
now believers in virtually 
every race and nation of 
the earth. 

So the private event 
became public property, 
just as Christ intended. To 
us, no less than to those 
frightened women, the 
angelic command is the 
same. Go and tell - share 
the faith, pass on the mes- 
sage of new life in Jesus, 


proclaim the ‘good news of 
the kingdom’. This is the 
indivisible link between the 
great Easter Event, which 
brought the Christian 
Church into existence, and 
the continuing process of 
communication, which is 
still its primary task. We 
are a missionary people, 
because we believe in a 
missionary God - and ‘as 
the Father sent me, so I am 
sending you’. 

I remember a few years 
ago at a parish meeting on 
Mission a man at the back 
posed a question. ‘Surely’, 
he said, my faith is a pri- 
vate matter between God 
and myself’. I agreed, at 
one level. Yes, it is ‘private’, 


in the sense that only God 
(and perhaps I) know how 
genuine it is or not. But I 
went on to point out, as 
gently as I could, that if the 
first disciples had regarded 
their faith as an entirely 
private matter the 
Christian religion would 
have died out before the 
end of the first century, 
when the last apostle top- 
pled off his perch wonder- 
ing whether he shouldn’t 
have told somebody that 
Jesus had risen from the 
dead and he had seen him. 

That is why communica- 
tion is still a vital element 
in the Church’s ministry. 
We hold in trust a precious 
thing, which is only ours in 
order that we may share it. 
All our ‘Communications’ 
processes are just so much 
decoration unless that truth 
informs them. Christ is 
risen. The tomb is empty. 
Death is conquered. Go, 
and tell! 

Canon David Winter is a writer 
and broadcaster and a consulting 
editor of BRF's New Daylight 
Bible reading notes. His latest 
book, After the Gospel (BRF, 
£5.99), is published on 23 MVch. 
It is a collection of writings from 
the early Church and provides a 
valuable insight into the struggles 
of the first Christians. 


Easter tree 

Woodmen know they never fell 
Young trees growing in their prime 
The carpenter can always tell 
Unseasoned wood before its time 

Sharp nails would split the fresh 
young grain 

He could not staunch the bleeding sap 
Its twisted form he could not plane 
Glue could not hold the joints that crack 




by Fred Russell 


Don't make the cross from this 
year's growth 

Don't strip the bark. Don't wound 
the limb 

Or flesh and tree united both 
Will show their life blood mingling 

Fred Russell has lived all his life in Ascott-under- 
Wychwood where he is a member of Holy Trinity 
Church. His interests are carpentry and gardening and 
he has written plays for Oxfordshire street theatre. 
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EASTER 
GREETINGS 
TO ALL OUR 
READERS 



learn „ 


language 


Be Part Of Our Host Family Team! 


We are looking for Host Families to join 
our team in the Oxford area 

“An excellent opportunity to welcome different cultures 




and nationalities into your home 

We can offer you: 

Experienced local staff * Organised student activities EVERY Day * 24 hour emergency support 

* Up to 4 Students per family * Prompt payment 


Tel: 01865 200 720 


For more details 
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Opinion 






to the editor 


Super market liturgy? 



by 

Nick Bradbury 


MANY movers 
and shakers in 
the Church of 
England are 
quite clear about 
what’s wrong 
with modern 
society. Take 
Canon Chris 
Neal, Diocesan 
Director of 
Evangelisation. 

He believes firm- 
ly that ‘we should 
not buy ‘into the 
consumerism of 
the age’ in our worship. 

But just how much is the 
Church already aping the 
worst in secular society, in an 
often desperate bid to appear 
smartly contemporary? The 
Bishop of Southwark has upset 
many of his clergy by declaring 
himself to be a manager, not a 
pastor - surely the last thing 
over-worked clergy need to 
hear. Who can blame them for 
wanting a bishop who is less of 
a worldly, mock company 
board director. 

Last autumn, our own Bishop 
lectured on ‘Can a Market 
Economy Serve the Poor?’. 
Despite ten pages of magisteri- 
al argument, he reached no 
clear conclusion. It is easier to 
answer the question: can a 
market-driven liturgy save the 
Church? It can’t, for make no 
mistake, that’s what the new 
Common Worship is: a super- 
market liturgy designed by a 
Church hierarchy in thrall to 
consumerist values, and run- 
ning scared by falling atten- 
dance figures. 

Though the failed Alternative 
Service Book claimed to be a 
single source of services, 
Common Worship has aban- 
doned even that pretence, and 
is sold to us as ‘a resource’, 
with material fragmented over 
several volumes. And what a 
price we must pay for it. All 
that time in meetings to choose 
which bits to have. Why* it’s 


worse than choos- 
ing between the 
127 brands of 
supermarket 
shampoo! Add the 
booklet produc- 
tion costs in every 
parish in the coun- 
try and see what a 
waste and strain it 
is, on top of ever 
rising Share bills. 

When we pay 
those bills we are 
__ — — — _ paying for the 

hierarchy that - is 
imposing the new liturgy, and 
so the vicious cycle continues. 
Better, surely to expend all that 
effort and money on proclaim- 
ing the gospel. So, back to 
Chris Neal, who preached last 
year that his greatest desire 
was for the church to be credi- 
ble to teenagers. Oh Chris 
Perhaps I’d better whisper this 
just to you. Everyone knows 
that most teenagers are walk- 
ing definitions of trend-addict- 
ed, consumerist fickleness and 
if you pander to them, you will 
earn only their contempt. 

But all is not lost. The finest 
liturgy speaks to its own age 
and to all ages; it praises God 
in beautiful language, but with 
realism about our sinfulness, 
and with proper humility; it 
stands the test of time and 
comforts and inspires us 
through personal and national 
disasters and joys. 

And we already have it. Some 
of you may remember: it is 
called the Book of Common 
Prayer. Secular fads and fash- 
ions almost completely domi- 
nate our society, but we 
shouldn’t forget that 
Christianity is a radical reli- 
gion. And sometimes the most 
radical thing to do is also the 
most traditional. Hold fast to 
the Book of Common Prayer. 

Nick Bradbury is a member of the 
Prayer Book Society. He is married, 
with a daughter who is not (yet) a 
teenager. 


Encouragement for the NHS, stop criticising meat-eating and 
do we have too many bishops? 


Don’t knock the NHS 

I congratulate Bishop Richard 
on having the courage to speak 
out against those who are for- 
ever criticising National Health 
and Education Services. They 
are both very large organisa- 
tions dealing with very large 
numbers of the general public. 
It is not surprising that mis- 
takes are made occasionally 
but by far the greatest number 
of people who use the NHS 
think it is wonderful. 

The problem of the NHS is 
that too many people make 
unnecessary use of it. They 
abuse drugs, smoke and drive 
motor cars dangerously. Last 
Easter I had to take my wife to 
Wexham Park Hospital for a 
scan. She was soon put on a 
trolley but it was hours before 
she had her scan. Para-medics 
were continually bringing in 
urgent cases. One young man 
had taken an overdose of 
drugs and had tried to wash it 
through with a bottle of vodka 
and another case was a young 
boy who had been hit by a 
motor car. 

Teachers in our schools have 
to cope with all kinds of pupils 
who are not being properly 
brought up by their parents. 
These have uncaring parents 
and are not taught discipline at 
home. 

Before criticising our NHS 
and Education Service, these 
critics should start criticising 
those who abuse these services. 
Those employed by these ser- 
vices are wonderful people 
devoted to the service of the 
community. 

Richard Lawson, 

Maidenhead 


Christianity and meat 
eating 

While I entirely agree with 
Margaret A. Turner’s condem- 
nation of animal cruelty and 
the methods employed by 


American fast-food chains, I 
could not help but feel con- 
cern with her attempt to align 
Christianity with vegetarian- 
ism and veganism (March 
DOOR 2001). To assume that 
a child offered a hot dog at a 
‘Big Breakfast for Jesus’ will 
turn against Christianity is to 
beg far too many questions. 
For one thing, Christ in the 
New Testament gives no vege- 
tarian rules to his disciples. 
Indeed, he openly encourages 
fishing, and cooks and eats 
fish even after his resurrection 
(Luke 24:42-3, John 21.6-13). 
Was not Peter in his vision 
enjoined by God to ‘kill and 
eat’ (Acts 10:13)? 

Those Eastern faiths which are 
vegetarian, moreover; have a 
quite different theology of the 
dead than has Christianity. If 
one sees history as a series of 
cycles in which souls can be 
repeatedly reborn in human or 
animal form, then it is a 
respectful concern for your 
ancestors not to eat meat. But 
as the resurrection of each 
individual person in Christ 
Jesus is a singular event experi- 
enced by that same immortal 
soul which became incarnate 
at conception, lived on earth, 
and is then taken up into the 
courts of Heaven, the 
Buddhist grounds for vegetari- 
anism do not apply. 

Indeed, Romans 14:2 explicit- 
ly states that vegetarianism is 
not necessary (though can 
be practised if desired) for a 
Christian. We must also 
remember that one of the rea- 
sons for vegetarianism in cer- 
tain ascetic pagan cults in the 
ancient world came not neces- 
sarily from a love of animals 
but rather from a deliberate 
attempt to mortify the pas- 
sions. A sparse vegetarian diet 
could, after a while, give a 
mild high, with its accompa- 
nying sense of perceived 
insight and well- being 


because, as classical doctors 
believed, vegetables purified 
and cooled the blood. Meat, 
on the other hand, was 
thought to heat the blood and 
inflame unruly passions. Yet 
what I see as ominous in any 
attempt to remove 
humanely-produced meat 
from church functions (as 
opposed to offering vegetarian 
alternatives) is its implicit pro- 
hibitory tendency. Nor do I 
like the implication that 
Christians must always cut 
their spiritual and cultural 
cloth to fit the teachings of 
other world faiths. For much 
of the twentieth century the 
Church has struggled to throw 
off the dour ‘thou shalt not’ 
image of punitive puritan 
Christianity. I shudder at the 
prospect of its returning in the 
guise of a universally compli- 
ant political correctness, 
which, I suspect, will turn 
more people away from the 
Christian community than will 
the offer of a hot sausage roll. 
Dr Allan Chapman 
Oxford 


Economising on 
Bishops 

Its interesting to note that 
whilst the reduction in num- 
bers of clergy in local deaneries 
(to accommodate the Diocese’s 
declining income) no one at 
Church House has thought to 
reduce the pastoral overhead 
proportionately. 

If we reduce the number of 
Area Bishops from three to 
two by merely having Oxford 
and Oxford West we could 
save the salaries/expense of at 
least one bishop and 
archdeacon! The money so 
saved could then be used to 
retain three clergy at the 
parish ‘coal face’ where the 
mission of the church is really 
located. 

Brian Strand 
Aylesbury 


Christian Aid 
Week 13- 19 May 

Ann Hillier writes about her 
recent trip to Uganda 

DO you sometimes wonder 
whether giving to charity 
works? I have just been on a 
visit to Uganda with Christian 
Aid, and I can assure you that 
it certainly does there. A group 
of us went to look at what 
Christian Aid money is being 
spent on, and whether the peo- 
ple there notice any difference 
in their lives. 

We visited a poor area in 
Eastern Uganda where drought 
has been a problem, and the 
cassava plants were blighted by 
a malignant ‘mosaic’ virus. 
Working through the Soroti 
Diocesan Development Office, 
Christian Aid has contributed 
money to food programmes 
giving seeds and training to pro- 
mote good farming methods. ‘I 
am a happy man’ said David 
Okina, farmer and father of 24 
children, ‘because of the cassava 
cuttings I received I have got a 
good crop, and been able to 
share cuttings with others’. He 
also received three bags of 
groundnuts to plant, and these 
produced four-fold, so he is 
passing on three more bags of 
nuts to start off another farmer 
on a healthy crop. All his 
young children are now sup- 
plied with notebooks and uni- 
forms and are hopefully mak- 
ing the most of the education 
that is now free to them. 
Pictured with Christian Aid volun- 
teers in Uganda are Grace and 
Herbert Asio (left) who feature in 
Christian Aid Week publicity this year. 



Want to make a difference? If your 
church is not already involved, please 
join in Christian Aid Week this year. 
We will give you everything you need 
to inspire your congregation to give, 
act and pray for the world's poorest 
communities. Contact: Christian Aid 
(Berks Oxon) on 01865 246818 and 
(Bucks 01908 717070. 


ar 

EXETER HALL 

• Modem well equipped halls for 
max 250 guests 

• Fully licensed bar with full 
catering facilities 

• Just off Oxford ring road/5 
mins to M40 

• Car parking 

EXETER HALL 

Oxford Road, Kidlington, 
Oxon 0X5 1AB 

Tel. 01865 373691 


WEIGHT LOSS 



We can help you 
achieve goals. 
Naturally derived 
products. 

Call now for 
friendly advice. 


01865 379050 

www.dietuk.net/8262 


www.diet.net/8262 



Oxford Centre for Mission Studies 

St Philip and St James’ Church, Woodstock Road, 

Oxford OX2 6HB UK 


The Oxford Centre for Mission Studies (OCMS) an international centre for research in and study of 
Christian mission, is looking for qualified persons for the positions below: 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT (full time) 

Working in the Registry department, supporting the work of the Registrar and Assistant Registrar, 
candidates should be friendly and professional, possess good written and communication skills, be 
detail-orientated, organised and computer literate, especially in Microsoft Word and Excel with 
good typing skills. 


ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN (part time) 

The OCMS library is a small, but fast growing specialist collection of Christian mission and related 
resources. Candidates should have qualifications and experience in library sciences and 
management and willing to serve a diverse community of scholars and faculty. 

Salary for the above positions will be commensurate with qualifications and experience. OCMS 
offers employees a stimulating work environment serving Church and mission leaders particularly in 
the non-western world, opportunities for in-service training and an attractive pension scheme. 
Applicants are invited to send a detailed c.v. and the names and addresses of two referees in 
confidence, addressed to the Director of Finance and Administration, by post to OCMS, PO Box 
70, Oxford OX2 6HB or by email to ocms@ocms.ac.uk 



Journey into Healing 2001 

Residential weekends working in Christian growth groups, seeking to integrate healing 
approaches. Chnstian and secular, in a discerning way. 

Leaders include: Rev. Ian Davidson: Miss Sharon Stinson: Ven. Mark Wilson: Dr. Marie Bew. 

July 13-15, 2001 Moriey Retreat House. Derbyshire. 

£115 per weekend (some bursaries available on request) 

Further information from:- The Secretary, Journey into Healing, 

19 Clayton Drive, Guildford, Surrey GU2 9TZ 

Also a midweek conference 
October 15-19, 2001 

af Carberry Tower, near Edinburgh 
Enquires to: The Warden, Carberry, Musselburgh EH21 8PY 


BRITISH AND IRISH 
ASSOCIATION FOR 
MISSION STUDIES 



BIAMS 2001 Conference 

"Mission and Spirituality 
Creative Ways of Being Church" 
Monday 25th-Thursday 28th 
June 

Aberdare Hall 
Cardiff University 
(by invitation of the Department 
of Religious and Theological 
Studies) 

Further details from: 
BIAMS, Henry Martyn Centre 
Westminster College 
Cambridge CB3 0AA 
Tel: 01223 741088 
Fax: 01273 741052 
e-mail: toams(n’marlynmission.cam.ac.uk 
www.martynmission.cam.ac.ukyhiams.hiin 


Call: 

0161 904 9000 

for your free 
Christian catalogue 


TABOR RETREAT 
CENTRE 

KEY HOUSE, 
FALKLAND, FIFE 
Next door to Falkland 
Palace, near to historic St. 
Andrews, we offer homely 
residential space for up to 
eight. Guests are invited to 
make the best use of the 
quiet of the house and its 
setting. Perfect for short 
restorative breaks during the 
summer months. 

For programme: write to 
address above or phone 

01337 857705 



A PLACE TO BE 


Olt> Alresforfc ?1acc 

Winchester Diocesan Retreat 
Training and Conference Centre 


2001 O p en Programme Piar yj 


Beyond Words - God and 
Contemporary Poets 

The World as Parable’. A quiet Study Day with David 
Scott, Tuesday 26 June, 10am-4pm 
(Cost £16 includes coffee, lunch and tea) 

JULY 

Wholly Male and Holy Grail? 

A men’s retreat/ workshop in the search of men’s 
spirituality with Bernard Kilroy. 

Tuesday 10 to Friday 13 July (Cost £98) 

AUGUST 

Painting, Poetry and Prayer 

A relaxing holiday week with leaders John Hawkins and 
Mary Duncan of the Creative Arts Retreat Movement 
(CARM) 

Friday 3 to Friday 10 August (Cost £220) 

Celebrating Life 

In this retreat you will have the opportunity to talk each day 
with an experienced guide and^xplore varied paths of 
prayer. Conductors Nigel Godfrey, Gordon Jett and 
Dorothy Nicholson 

Friday 10 to Friday 17 August (Cost £210) 


Heritage Holiday Week 

Using Old Alresford Place as a base from where to explore 
the area. Evening preparatory lecture programme on 
topics including Jane Austen, Gilbert White, Gertrude 
Jekytl and Charles Kingsley. 

Saturday 18 to Friday 24 August (Cost £200) 

SEPTEMBER 
Beyond Words - God and 
Contemporary Poets 

The God who Hides'. A quiet Study Day with David Scott 
Tuesday 11 September, 10am - 4pm (Cost £16 includes 
coffee, lunch and tea) 

OCTOBER 

Enneagram Workshop/Retreat 

An exptoration of the personality with Anne Davey and 
Jean Page 

Monday 22 to Friday 26 October (Cost £125) 

NOVEMBER 

A Retreat for Advent ‘Lo He Comes...’ 

Conducted by Reverend Raymond Tomkinson 
Monday 26 to Friday 30 November (Cost £95) 


Old Alresford Place, Alresford, Hampshire S024 9DH Tel/Fax: 01962 732593 
e-mail: old.alresford.place@dial.pipex.com 

Charity No 1065509 

The charity exists for Spiritual Refreshment and Learning 
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Shades of 
Glass Studio 


“Small enough to care, 
large enough to cope” 


Lead Light 
‘Windows 

Craftsmen built Lead Light and 
Stained Glass Windows, Specialists 
in Church Window refurbishment 
and replacement. 


Call us for Free quotation on: 

* Lead lights 

* Vandal damage 

* Hand painted detail 

* Stained glass and engraved detail. 

* Polycarbonate weather & vandal 
-proof protective sheeting 

* Galvanised protective grills 
References available, work undertaken 
on many local churches and colleges 
INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Tel: OXFORD 01865 340831 

Shades of Glass 12 Fane Drive 
Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 



j 


The Scaffolding 

Specialists 

Free Estimates • Fully Qualified Staff 
C.l.T.B. Registered • Fully Insured 

C & L Scaffolding 

Bicester 01869 354052 
Wantage 01235 762950 

8 Bluebell ( /tose Blcestet 


Spend the year with 



Evangelisdm Renewal In Coventry 

From September 2001 
Coventry City Missions Year Team 

Teaching, Evangelism, Caring, Discipleship & 
Overseas Placement 

Contact Neville Carpmail 
(024) 7661 5931 

covcitymission@zetnet.co.uk 
www.covcitymission.zftnet.co.uk 

Coventry City Mission 
PO Box 40, 

Coventry, CV6 2PR 

(registered charity no: 519000) 


COVENTRY CITY MISSION 
WORKING TOGETHER 
WORKING FOR CHANGE 
WORKING TO BRING A 
NEW HEART TO THE CITY 



opp a house 

Coventry Diocesan Retreat 
and Conference Centre 

A place of Renewal and Peace in Beautiful Countryside 
for Retreat, Training Conference or Holiday 

- WEEKEND: Friday 18 - Sunday 20 May 

OPEN WEEKEND RETREAT ‘Fools for Christ in Life 
and Worship’ with Angela Ashwin 

- WEEKEND: Friday 25 - Monday 28 May 

OFFA HOUSE HOLIDAY WEEKEND Guided walks, 
visit to Cotswolds, worship at Coventry Cathedral 

- Thursday 26 JULY - Tuesday 31 July Individually 
Guided Retreat. Retreat for 2 days, 3 days or 6 days. 
Rev. Andrew De Smet, Jessie Spreadbury and Tina 
Lamb 

- WEEKEND: Friday 3 - Sunday 5 August 
Summer Retreat ‘Listening to His Silence’ John 
Skinner 

- 7 DAYS: Thursday 23 - Thursday 30 August 

Painting and Prayer Retreat, Canon Peter Ball, Audrey 
Cooper 

- 5 DAYS: Monday 26 - Friday 30 November Clergy 
Pre-Advent Retreat ‘Conversion Repentance, Faith 
and Growth’ Br Bernard SSF 

- WEEKEND: Friday 30 November - Sunday 2 
December, Open Advent Retreat ‘Our God is not 
veiled’, Kathy Priddis and Rev Andrew De Smet 

- LODGE COTTAGE available for self catering 
breaks and private retreats. 

Full details and our 2001 programme 

Offa House , Offchurch, Leamington Spa CV33 9AS 

Tel: 01926 423309 

e-mail: offahouse@btconnect.com 


Centrepoint 


The Mothers’ Union celebrates its 
1 25th birthday this year. Its founder, Mary Sumner 
could not possibly have imagined the Mothers’ Union 
of today. Their work spans the globe with a million 
members in 60 countries. They share a common 
commitment to Christian family life and are united by 
prayer and action to support family life, empower 
women in their communities, pass on their skills and 
campaign on national and global issues like Jubilee 
2000. Far from being outdated, the Mothers’ Union 
has grown with the times without forsaking the 
founder’s vision that family life can be 
transformed through prayer. 



Taking care of 


What is the 
Mothers Union? 

Mary Sumner started the 
Mothers’ Union in a village 
near Winchester in 1876, for 
the Christian nurturing of 
the next generation - with 
prayer and practical action 
at its heart. Today, after 125 
years, the Mothers’ Union is 
an organisation to which 
Christians all over the world 
belong. Though our lives 
and our experiences may dif- 
fer widely depending on 
where we are, members are 
joined together by our 
shared belief in the impor- 
tance of the family in God’s 
world. The Mothers’ Union 
is active in supporting fami- 
ly life in many ways and all 
we do remains underpinned 
by our distinctive spirituality. 

Our values have altered little 
since we began but the ways we 
carry out our beliefs have devel- 
oped with the changes in soci- 
ety. What we stand for is 
expressed in our ‘Aim’ which 
anyone considering the 
Mothers’ Union should under- 
stand. The Aim of the Mothers’ 
Union is the advancement of the 
Christian religion in the sphere 
of marriage and family life. 

What do we do? 

Put simply our members get 
involved at a grass roots 
level to support family life. 
This involves us in a great 
diversity of activities - our 
project in a village in Africa 
will be very different to that 
in inner city Birmingham. 

Who can join? 

If you are a Christian who 
believes in the importance of 
family life you should join the 
Mothers’ Union. Men and 
women, married and unmar- 
ried, parent or not - all can 
and do join the Mothers’ 
Union wither through a local 
branch or as an individual 
(diocesan) member. 

Felicity Randall 
Felicity is MU Diocesan President. 

On page 5 she talks about her faith. 



Friendships across the world 

Mothers’ Union members learn about the reality of life in other 
countries through our world-wide links. Friendships with our six 
link dioceses have deepened over the years, as we have learned 
what prayer and practical support members hope for; and can 
offer. Link members in the Nigerian dioceses, where Christianity 
is the dominant religion, are building a ‘safe house’ for 200 
young women in higher education in the city. They also run 
nursery and primary schools and a bakery; offer loans to help 
members start trading or farming projects; and run an industrial 
centre - teaching weaving, tie-dyeing and soap-making skills: all 
practical skills to provide employment and independence for 
young women and girls. 

Link members in the Democratic Republic of the Congo strug- 
gle to survive the devastating effects of civil war They plant and 
harvest crops when and where they can - to share with other 
refugees; talk about health and relationship issues, participate in 
reconciliation workshops, and look forward to a time when they 
can resume fund-raising projects - to feed &c educate their chil- 
dren. We pray for them all, for a sense of hope, for peace and for 
justice, and appreciate their prayers and concern for us. 

Rosemary Peirce 

About the picture: Weaving cloth in Mothers 7 Union blue for members 
in Owerri Diocese, Nigeria. The Weaving Centre was founded by local 
members to train girls for independent life. Owerri is one of four 
Nigerian dioceses linked with the Diocese of Oxford Mothers 7 Union. 



’JUST TO LET YOU KNOW 

that my kids are having the best 
time of their life and that makes 
it for me too 7 wrote one single 
mother after an Away From it All 
holiday, MU's scheme to help 
people who wouldn't otherwise 
be able to have a holiday. Each 
year hundreds of families have a 
holiday at an MU caravan near 
the sea or at a guest house or a 
holiday camp. The scheme is open 
to anyone under stress. 


Photo (above) 

Meet Baby Maisie 

MU member Jean Griffin 
(right) with Julia Webb and 
her baby Maisie at Henley's 
Mother and Baby Group (See 
below) The picture appeared in 
the MU Prayer Diary for July * 
- December 2000. 

A ‘Irfesaver* 
for mothers 

Jean Redwood has been a 
member of the MU for 40 
years and runs the Under Ones 
mother and baby scheme in 
Henley-on-Thames. ‘It all 
started as the result of a talk I 
went to on depression’ Jean 
says. She and two friends 
wanted to do something to 
help the community and 
learned from a health visitor 
that there was a gap in support 
for first-time mums. When 
they started just two mums 
came along with their babies for 
a chat and a cup of tea and now 
there are over 12. One member 
calls the group ‘a lifesaver’. 

Cathedral welcome 

The Mothers’ Union is 
proud of its links with 
Christ Church Cathedral 
and delighted to have been 
asked to organise a Ministry 
of Welcome. In the summer 
volunteers welcome the 
many visitors to the 
Cathedral by giving them a 
friendly greeting, handing out 
leaflets and indicating the way 
round. No specialist knowl- 
edge is needed as there are 
stewards and vergers on hand 
to answer questions as well as 
honorary canons on duty. 

Welcoming is done mostly by 
MU members, but anyone can 
volunteer: We have both men 
and women who help us. If you 
like meeting people, why not 
find out more? Sessions last 
about two hours and you can 
help on a regular or occasional 
basis. 

Find out more from Jackie and 
Robert Walker on 01235 522361. 
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Photo: courtesy of The Mothers 7 Union 


Eighty year long wave of prayer 


Prayer is at the heart of the Mothers’ Union, 
whose purpose is to be concerned with all 
aspects of Christian family life. Prayer is an 
essential part of every meeting of Mothers’ 
Union members and a world-wide chain of 
prayer is maintained through the prayer 
cycle, the ‘Wave of Prayer’. 

In 1921, following a meeting of 100 
Mothers’ Union overseas workers 
from many parts of the world, a calen- 
dar was drawn up, linking each diocese in 
Britain with one in another part of the 
world, and covering the whole year. Each 
pair of dioceses was allocated five days in 
which to pray for their link, and for the 
world-wide Mothers’ Union. Thus a contin- 
uous Wave of Prayer was created, which has 
been maintained for 80 years (including the 
war years), growing as the number of world- 
wide branches increased. 

Now each diocese is linked with at least 
five others. In Oxford we are one of 
seven linked dioceses with Owerri, Orlu, 


Okigwe North, and Okigwe South in 
Nigeria, and Boga and Kisangani in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (where our 
prayers are particularly needed at this pre- 
sent time). We pray with and for each other 
from 11 to 15 June - every Branch in the 
Diocese being allocated their own special time. 

In addition, through this time of shared 
prayer, a real sense of fellowship has grown 
up through the exchange of letters, maga- 
zines and visits. 

Barbara Nicholson 

Barbara is Co-ordinator of the Oxford Diocesan MU 
Prayer and Spirituality Unit 



Visit theMotheit' Uftkm WsWt* 
www.themothersunlon.org 

and yew can e-mail u* «rt 

mu@themother8union.org 


the f utu re . . . 


No need is too 
small (or too 
large) for us 

From supplying ‘busy bags’ 
for young children in 
church, making tiny gowns 
for premature babies or taking 
emergency toiletries for 
admissions to women’s 
refuges or hospitals to running 
regular drop-in coffee morn- 
ings for isolated first time 
mothers and helping visiting 
families at Bullingdon and 
Reading Young Offenders’ 
Prisons, no need is too small 
for local members or too large 
for the Diocesan Mothers’ 
Union to help if they can. 



Up to Speed is an excellent MU 
resource pack to help parents, 


grandparents and carers to become 
more Informed and confident, 
through group discussion, when 
talking to children about drugs. 


Our London headquarters at 
Mary Sumner House pro- 
duce excellent aids and liter- 
ature on drug abuse ( pic- 
tured ) , bullying, the ethics of 
human fertilisation and 
many more topical issues. 
They are available both for 
member awareness and for 
wider use by concerned indi- 
viduals and agencies. 

The excellent Mothers 
Union quarterly magazine 
Home and Family reflects 
the wide-ranging interests of 
the MU. The Spring 2001 
issue has features on credit 
control, spiritual spring 
cleaning and the Harry Potter 
books. It is available to non- 
members. A subscription 
costs £6 including postage 
from Mary Sumner House. 
E-mail address at the top of the page 


A user friendly 
membership 

Diocesan Membership - for 
those who are not connected to 
a local Mothers' Union Branch 

As the culture of the 21st cen- 
tury has changed, the MU has 
changed too. The original 
core, the monthly Branch 
meeting is still there in parishes 
around the Diocese, but there 
are many Christians to whom 
a commitment in the after- 
noon or on a regular evening 
is out of the question. Work 
patterns these days are much 
more demanding but people 
are still anxious to be part of 
God’s Church and keen to be 
involved. Diocesan 

Membership opens the door 
and allows everyone to sup- 
port projects or events locally 
or across the Diocese, at a 
time that they can choose and 
manage. 

Have you noticed 'everyone'? 
We are not just open to 
women these days. Many men 
are joining the MU, mostly as 
Diocesan members but some 
too are strengthening our 
Branches. 

The Mothers’ Union is needed, 
to continue to offer support to 
families world-wide. But we 
know we cannot expea all 
members to come to regular 
meetings or to join us on 
inflexible terms, there are too 
many other considerations 
involved these days. The 
Mothers' Union today is flex- 
ible enough to use time and 
talents in ways that fits in 
with today’s pressures. 
Diocesan Membership offers 
that flexibility. Do you have 
talents to offer? 

Barbara Teague 

Barbara is Oxford Diocesan MU 
Members' Representative 



The Jubilee 2000 campaign brought members of the 
Mothers Union World Wide Council to the Japanese Embassy 
in London last year. They presented 23 bunches of flowers to 
cancel the debt owed by the 23 poorest nations of the world, 
among the campaigners pictured is Christine Eames then the 
MU World President. 


Millennium Literacy and 
Development Programme 

Thatcham branch leader Emma Moffatt was until recently a General 
Trustee for the World Wide Mothers' Union. Last year she helped to 
set up the millennium Literacy and Development Programme 

In January I was an observer at the meeting in Kampala, 
Uganda of the representatives from the three pilot countries 
- Sudan, Burundi and Malawi. We looked closely at plans for 
setting up this programme adapting them to suit the needs of 
each country. 

Illiteracy is closely linked to poverty and some 855 million 
adults in today’s world are non-literate, most of them women. 
Mothers’ Union trainers are now working with literacy facilita- 
tors who have been chosen and are supported by their local com- 
munities. After training, the facilitators run literacy circles in 
their own areas. 

At every stage the Literacy and Development programme builds 
on the experience and skills of the learners. The aim is to devel- 
op literacy skills and to encourage learners to identify opportu- 
nities for development in their own communities. 

In July I returned to Africa, this time to Malawi to see how the 
programme was progressing and to forward the training of the 
facilitators. With slides taken in both Uganda and Malawi I have 
given talks to groups of MU members and others in this country 
to raise awareness of the need for literacy and to encourage both 
prayer and financial support. 

By December 2000 the programme had trained a hundred local 
literacy facilitators and was reaching more than 2000 non-liter- 
ate people - 1000 in Sudan, 750 in Burundi and 300 in Malawi. 
For up to date information see <http://www.themothersunion.org/literacy 

Emma Moffatt 


For information about the Mothers’ Union including how to join contact: 

The Oxford Diocesan Mothers’ Union at: The Priory Room, Christ Church, 
Oxford 0X1 1DP 01865 865185 e-mail muoxford@prioryroom.freeserve.co.uk 


A Ordination Stoles 

and all embroidered vestments 
and furnishings including Altar 
t F rontals and Banners. 

Traditional and contemporary 
designs made to commission. 

Embroidery repairs undertaken. 

Plain and embroidered altar 
linen. 

Please contact: 

Christine Donaldson, OPUS, 75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham. MK18 1LU. Tel. 01280 823132 


Embroidery for 
worship, ceremony 
and celebration 


DAVID WASLEY M.A. • ATC • Dip AD • FA.GP 

Designer/Artist in Stained Glass 

CONSERVATOR AND RESTORATION SPECIALIST 

Telephone/F acsimile 

01494 773712 


SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

including personal effects, books 
and full container loads. Enquire 
about our special rates for 
churches, charities and students. 

Freight Services 

International Ltd. 
t&Wphone 01332 347473 

(24 hr answerphone) 

or omail ut at fsiltdGaot.com 


Oxfordshire Animal 
Sanctuary Society 

have a large number of family pets 
for adoption by responsible animal 
lovers only. 

Home required - responsible 
animal lovers only need apply. 
Cross Bred, all types and ages, incl. 
Alsatian, pet greyhound, 
cats and kittens, rabbits. 
Sponsorship of animals. 

Also adoption of animals 
Donations required urgently 
Appointment* t*l: 

01865 559537 


Christian and Unattached? 
Join The Network 

A national association catering for the needs of those who are 
divorced, widowed or single. 

Weekends and Holidays, Social events 
Personal Introductions 

Contact David or Gill, PO Box 20 (DP), 

Braunton, Devon, EX33 2YX (0 1 27 1 ) 8 1 7093 
www.singleandchristian.co.uk 


Wycliffe Hall, Oxford 



Anglican Cell Church? 

Can ‘Cell' work in Anglican churches? 

Youth and children’s work through cells? 
Learning from experienced practitioners 

A Day Conference led by: 

The Ven Albert Vun 

(Archdeacon of Sabah, Malaysia, and Rector of one of the 
largest Anglican Cell churches in the world) 

Saturday 5 May 2001 
St Andrew’s Church, North Oxford 

Details from: College Administrator, Wycliffe Hall, 

54 Banbury Road, Oxford 0X2 6PW 
helen.mitchell@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 
www.wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 



Whitby NorthYorkshire 

A peaceful and picturesque location 
providing the ideal Christian venue. 


Parish Holidays • Pilgrimages 
Conferences • Training Seminars 
Bed & Breakfast • Music Workshops 
Breaks for Schools & Colleges 

Standard and En-Suite Residential Accommodation 
for over 100 guests. 

For a detailed Information Pack please contact: 
The Centre Manager , Sneaton Castle Centre 
Whitby , North Yorkshire Y021 3QN. 
Phone: 01947 600051 Fax: 01947 603490 
e-mail:sneat&n@glohalnet.co.nk 
www.sneatoncastle.co.uk 

Sneaton Castle is owned by the Order of the Holy Paraclete, 
an Anglican Religious Community. 


v 







TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 




silence 


Make sure you can hear 

GRANDCHILDREN - 
GROUP CONVERSATIONS - 
TELEVISION - 

WHEN IN SUPERMARKETS - 
WHEN IN BACKGROUND NOISE! 


“We come to you” 

There is no better advice than that which we offer! 

Let our local professional make an appointment to assess 
the loss of hearing using an audiological hearing test. 
Then we will advise you on the suitable types of aids 

available. 

There is a free test with no 

FINANCIAL COMMITMENT 

Call us now on 


\!e are so confident 
that our incredible digital 
hearing aids will help 
you regain the use of 
your hearing that you 
can have a digital aid 
fitted as a trial before 
you make your decision. 


(over 30 years experience) 

AUDIOLOGICAL DISPENSERS 
of Quality Hearing Aids 
35 Stanklyn Lane, Kidderminster, 
Worcs DY10 4AP 
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* esus said: I 

i 

§ pray for those 
J also who 
through their 

1 

i words put their 
1 faith in me; may 
i they all be oge: 

: as thou .Father; 

I art in me, and I 
i in thee, so also 
l may they be in 
i us, that the 
: world may 

» believe that thou 

i 

I didst send me. 

John 17:20 

I 

1 

1 

| The Oxford Diocesan Prayer 
I Diary is edited by Graham 
Canning 

I 


Please cut this section and 
use it to pray for the needs 
of the Diocese. 



Let us pray to God 
our Father for: 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF 
LENT (Passiontide begins) 
Sunday 1st All those involved 
with providing us with our daily 
food, including people who work 
in abattoirs, food inspectors, and 
food processors, packagers and 
transporters. 

Monday 2nd Reading Deanery 
as they continue to review their 
deanery plan, and for the various 
new initiatives of outreach and 
evangelism in the many parishes 
of the deanery. For the work of 
their deanery synod and pastoral 
committee. For the area dean - 
Brian Shenton; synod lay chair- 
man - Mary Harwood; clergy - 
Colin Bass; licensed lay ministers 

- Clifford Powell, Tony Bushell, 

Ken Dyson, Janice Palmer; Len 
Harris. 

TUesday 3rd Beech Hill, 

Grazeley and Spencers Wood: 
clergy - Joan Hicks. Caversham 
St Peter and Mapledurham with 
Caversham Park (Caversham 
Group Ministry): clergy - 
Richard Kingsbury, Andrew 
Evans; licensed lay ministers - 
John Madely, Bill Vincent, 

Rosalind Rutherford. Caversham 
Park Church (LEP): clergy - 
Margaret Dimmick; Methodist 
local preacher - Elizabeth Carter; 
Baptist lay preacher - Jeanne 
Smith; licensed lay minister - 
Paula Andrews. 

Wednesday 4th Caversham St 
Andrew (Caversham Group 
Ministry): clergy - Keith 
Kinnaird. Caversham St John the 
Baptist (Caversham Group 
Ministry): clergy - Philip 
Da 11a way; licensed lay minister - 
Stephen Cousins. 

Thursday 5th Earley St 
Nicolas: for the churchwardens 
during the vacancy. Earley St 
Peter: clergy - Derek Spears, Jo 
Loveridge; licensed lay ministers 

- Roy Baxter; Carole Cull. Earley 
Trinity (LEP): clergy - Simon 
Howard; Methodist minister - 
Nick Thompson. 

Friday 6th Emmer Green 
(Caversham Group Ministry): 
clergy Derek Chandler; John 
Dudley; licensed lay minister - 
Elizabeth Gash. Reading All 
Saints: clergy - Henry Everett, 
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Stuart Richards; licensed lay min- 
isters - Sylvia Cummins, Anthony 
Green. 

Saturday 7th Reading Christ 
Church: clergy - David West. 
Reading Greyfriars: clergy - 
Jonathan Wilmot, William 
Olhausen; full time youth worker 

- Andy Freeman; licensed lay 
ministers - Philip Giddings, Sue 
Wilmot, Dennis Parker. 

PALM SUNDAY 
Sunday 8th As we enter with 
Jesus into Jerusalem so we come 
to the beginning of Holy Week. 

Jesus Saviour of the world we 
look to you to save and help 
us. By your cross and your life 
laid down you set your people 
free. Come now and dwell 
with us Lord Christ Jesus. 

Hear our prayer and be with 
us always , make us to he one 
with you and to share the life 
of your kingdom. 

Monday 9th Reading Holy 
Trinity: Reading St Mark: clergy 

- Jonathan Baker; Charles Card- 
Reynolds, Ronald Lusty. Reading 
St Agnes with St Paul: clergy - 
Eve Houghton; licensed lay min- 
ister - Meg Kirby. Reading St 
Barnabas: for the churchwardens 
during the vacancy. Reading St 
Giles: clergy - Michael Melrose. 
Tuesday 1 0th Reading St John 
the Evangelist and St Stephen: 
clergy - Tony Vigars, Maureen 
Devine, Suzanne Knight; licensed 
lay ministers - Alan Lawrence, 
Peter Marshall, Jeremy Thake. 
Reading St Luke with St 
Bartholomew: clergy - Nigel 
Hardcastle, Brian Blackman, 
Christine Blackman; licensed lay 
minister - June Hardcastle. 
Wednesday 1 1th Reading St 
Mary with St Laurence: clergy - 
Brian Shenton. Shinfield: clergy - 
Owen Murphy; licensed lay min- 
isters - Michael Dexter-Elisha, 
Chris Leslie. Swallowfield: Farley 
Hill Chapel: clergy - Peter 
Bannister. 

Thursday 12th MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 

Jesus said: A new commandment 
I give unto you: that you love one 
another as I have loved you. By 
this shall all people know that 
you are my disciples if you have 
love for one another. John 13:34 
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Friday 13th GOOD FRIDAY 

We adore you O Christ and we 
bless you because by your holy 
cross you have redeemed the 
world. 

Saturday 14th EASTER EVE 

May the light of Christ, rising in 
glory banish the darkness from 
our hearts and minds. 

Sunday 15th EASTER DAY 

Blessed are you O God , the 
Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. In your great mercy you 
have given us new birth into a 
living hope by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead. 



'Stained Glass Cross 7 one of a 
selection of Easter cards from the 
Mothers 7 Union. There is also a 
card to colour for children. Full 
details from Mrs Janice Clasper 
on 01865 251530. This month 
your prayers are asked for the 
Diocesan Mothers 7 Union especially 
on Friday 20th April. See also our 
Mothers 7 Union centre spread. 


Monday 16th Calcot: clergy - 
Alan Barnes: licensed lay minister 
- Richard Franklin. Reading St 
Matthew: clergy - David Jasper; 
licensed lay minister - Peter 
Grosse. Tilehurst St Catherine of 
Siena: The Cornwell Community 
Church: clergy: Alison Beever; 
licensed lay ministers - Tony 
Bartlett, Mike Heather. 

Tuesday 17th Tilehurst St Mary 
Magdalen: clergy - William 


Cleeve. Tilehurst St Michael: cler- 
gy - Fred Dawson; licensed lay 
ministers - Anne Attewell, Don 
Wark. Tylehurst St George: clergy 
- Adam Carlill. 

Wednesday 18th Woodley 
Team Ministry: Woodley St John 
the Evangelist (with Emmanuel 
Church Centre, Woodley Airfield 
Church): Southlake: clergy - Fred 
Woods, David Byrne, Julia 
Wright, Lyn Comerford, Paul 
Roberts: licensed lay ministers - 
Susan Walters, David Fulford, 
David Karsten. 

Thursday 19th The Diocesan 
Council for the Deaf: clergy - 
chairman David Manship; chap- 
lains Roger Williams, Ben 
Whitaker; honorary chaplains - 
Louise Brown, Jacqui Henry; 
licensed lay ministers - Don 
Prytherch, Bruce Armour, Clifford 
Powell, Ken Dyson, Janice Palmei; 
Ursular Coles, Mary Lovegrove. 
Friday 20th Diocesan Mothers 
Union - Christian concern for 
families world wide: president - 
Felicity Randall; secretary - 
Jennifer Brooker; branch leaders 
and members in our parishes. 
Saturday 21st Diocesan 
Committee for Racial Justice: 
chairman Beverley Ruddock; sec- 
retary - John Prangley; clergy - 
William Cleeve (Berks) Derek 
West (Bucks). 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Sunday 22nd Those who work 
in Citizen Advice Bureaux and 
those who give debt counselling 
and financial advice. 

Monday 23rd GEORGE 
MARTYR, PATRON OF 
ENGLAND 

Milton Keynes Deanery. That the 
right person will be found to 
replace David Moore who retired 
as city centre chaplain in July. 

For the proposals bringing 
together meetings of the Deanery 
Synod, the Methodist Circuit and 
the URC District in a mission 
partnership of the Milton Keynes 
Churches’ Council. For Richard 
Cattley as he takes up his duties 
as area dean and for the synod 
lay chairman - Penny Keens; cler- 
gy - David Lunn; licensed lay 
minister - Peggy Faithfull. 
Tuesday 24th MARK THE 
EVANGELIST 

Bletchley: clergy - Colin Davis, 
Janet Lawrence; licensed lay min- 
ister - Robin Rowles. Whaddow 
Way Church (LEP): clergy - Alan 


Bird; lay pastors - Peter Cutler; 
Sue Gibbs, Ken Pitkethly. Fenny 
Stratford: clergy - Victor Bullock, 
Ian Thomas. 

Wednesday 25th Milton 
Keynes Christian Council: clergy 
- Ecumenical Moderator - 
Murdoch Mackenzie; Director of 
Christian Training - Jan Appleby. 
Milton Keynes Sector Team: team 
leader - Stephen Norrish: clergy - 
Graham Skipsey, Ruth Walker 
Milton Keynes Christ the 
Cornerstone (LEP): clergy - 
Richard Cattley, Daphne Williams, 
Sharon Greenham: RC Sister - 
Mary Slaven. Stony Stratford: 
Calverton: clergy - Ross Northing; 
Janet Northing Church Army. 
Thursday 26th Stantonbury 
and Willen Team Ministry (LEP): 
clergy - John Ponter, Jan 
Appleby, Judy Rose, Andrew 
Jowitt, Jacqui Henry, Keith John, 
Jo Stokei; Shaun Sanders, DiUy 
Baker; licensed lay ministers - 
Arthur Chadwick, Ann Franklin, 

Pat Collins, Cis Jones, Barry 
Fleming; Methodist lay preachers - 
Ruth Walker-Singh, Brenda 
Chappell; Baptist lay preacher - 
Margaret Prisk. 

Friday 27th Walton Team 
Ministry (LEP): clergy - David 
Lunn, John Danford, Stuart 
Dennis, Susan Staff. Water Eaton 
(LEP): clergy - Christopher Beil; 
parish evangelist - Irene Lees C. A. 
Saturday 28th Watling Valley 
Team Ministry (LEP): clergy - 
John Waller; Valerie Rushton, 

Tim Norwood, Richard Davis: 
church planter - Nikki Foster- 
Kruczek, C. A.; area evangelist - 
Matt Kruczek C.A; URC lay 
preacher - Neil Eldridge; licensed 
lay minister - Phyllis Bunnett. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Sunday 29th Health and safety 
officers and all those who ensure 
that the risks are minimised as we 
go about our daily business, 
including those who give first aid. 
Monday 30th Wolverton Holy 
Trinity: Wolverton St George: 
clergy - Jeremy Trigg, Ian 
Rodley; licensed lay minister - 
Marian Ballance. Woughton 
Team Ministry (LEP): clergy - 
Kevin Mcgarahan, Duncan 
Barnes, David Rudiger, Ian 
Parker, Janet Conway; licensed 
lay ministers - Barry Howson, 
Judy Howson, Freda Jackman, 
Tony Stanyer, Alison Wale. 
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God, chips and PE's okay 


Time pressure increasingly means the 
religious dimension of learning for 
many pupils is served up at just a short 
weekly slot 

But if education development is to provide a 
really healthy balance then, argue Christian 
teachers, it must equally feed student's spiri- 
tual, mental and physical needs. 

At Kingham Hill, an independent boarding 
and day school for 1ls-18s in Oxfordshire, 
God is included right up there on a daily 
basis alongside the favourite youthful diet of 
micro chips and physical activities on offer. 
The idea is for students not just to learn 
about religion but to live it. School head- 
master, Martin Morris explains: We have 


discovered the best way of demonstrating 
our faith is to put it into action. This is clear- 
ly visable in the caring atmosphere, the rela- 
tionships between all individuals, and our 
reaching out to the wider world through 
charity work and community service.' 

So it was that a classroom discussion on 
world poverty sparked a succession of aid 
trips to Romania eventually involving 70 
pupils taking out over £40,000 of supplies. 
And there have been more life-changing 
adventures to Zimbabwe and other needy 
countries in the developing world. 
Sixth-former Claire Tomlinson (17) is one of 
the many who have returned with a new 
perspective on themselves, on society, and 


on their faith. She says: The trips we go on 
are always for other people and the whole 
school gets involved in some way. Everyone 
is interested in what we are doing.' 

The Christian emphasis on caring for the 
whole' person is found throughout the 
school, not only in innovative assemblies 
featuring special guests such as bands and 
an escapologist but in the set-up of small 
boarding houses with house parents who 
offer an unrivalled level of personal atten- 
tion. 

Inevitably it finds its way into traditional les- 
sons too, such as maths, where a question 
might contain an ethical element too, such 
as: How much would a charity receive if 
you gave it 7 percent of your £20,000 
salary?' 

Kingham Hill School, Chipping Norton, 
Oxfordshire (Tel: 01608 658999). 


HELP! 

Reading & Oxford small animal rescue 

DONATIONS NEEDED 

and also a Van & Fax Machine 

• Re-homing for: Rabbits, Gerbils, Guinea Pigs, Mice etc 

WE ARE AN INDEPENDENT 
ORGANISATION - NOT A CHARITY 

Please call: 

0800 0969068 
01865 748118 


PUBLIC ADDRESS 

New systems: Updates: Inductive loops: 
Radio microphones: Portable PA, CCTV 

Consult the Specialists 

ROYSTONS 

P.O. Box 1, Fordingbridge, 

Hants. SP6 3PQ 
Telephone anytime: 

01725 518428 or 0589 247960 



Oxford Centre for 
Mission Studies 


PO Box 70 Woodstock Road, 
Oxford 0X2 6HB 
Phone 01865 556071 


A re you up an “up and coming” 

communication worker, broadcaster, 
jounalist, publisher, press officer? 

B ig ideas excite you and new challenges 
don’t daunt you? 

C an you rise to the challenge of 
advanced reflection on your 
professional practice? 

D o you want to engage at a deeper level 
with the Bible and culture? 

E nrol now for our MA (Mission and 

Development Practice). Get details and 
application forms for courses starting 
in September 2001 from 
www.ocms.ac.uk or phone 
+44 (0)1865 556071. 

Subject to validation. 


Reading Blue Coat School 

Holme Park, Sonning-on-Thames, Berkshire RG4 6SU 
Girls 16-18 Day. Boys 11-18 Day and Boarding 

OPEN MORNING 

Saturday 5th May, 2001 ~ 9.30am - 12.30pm 

• A strong academic tradition which encourages every student to 
develop their strengths and abilities 

• Well motivated co-educational Sixth Form 

• Imaginative Creative Arts programme 

• Superb grounds and facilities for sports and games 

• Daily coaches to the School from local area 

• Thriving World Challenge and Outdoor pursuits 

Guided Tours of the School at 9.30am meeting pupils and 
staff followed by a presentation by the 
Headmaster Mr James McArthur at 11.30am 

Telephone 0118 944 1005 

The Headmaster and School are in membership of HMC, SHMIS, BSA and GBA 
Reading Blue Coat School exists to provide education for children 
Registered Charity No. 309023 
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HOWARD CHADWICK 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

A caring family-owned and managed 
oU) Funeral Directors _ 

Private Chapel of Rest 
24 Hour Personal Attention 
Monumental Stone Masons 

Clockhouse Cottage, Benson Lane 
Crowmarsh, WaUingford 

Telephone: 01491 825222 



GOLDEN CHARTER 

Pre - Paid Funeral Plans 


The caring approach to a sensitive subject 


GOLDEN 




CHARTER 


ARNOLD FUNERAL 
SERVICE 


Caring family business 
PREPAYMENT FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 
891 London Road, High Wycombe 

(01494) 472572 

38 Oak End Way, Gerrards Cross 

(01753) 891892 


FUNERAL SERVICES 

Chapel Lodge, 21 Corbett Road, Carterton, Oxon 

01993 842421 
Also (01993) 702123 


24 HOUR SERV ICE 


¥ 


PENCER. 

& 

EYTON 



Independent Funeral Directors 
and Monumental Masons 

A family run business established in 196] 

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF 

• Funeral Service 

• Private Chapels of Rest 

• Stonemasons workshop for memorials 

• The Flower Girl floral workshop 

• Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans 
discussed with no obligation 

380 Worting Road, Basingstoke, 
Hants RG22 5DZ 


Tel: 01256 323165 



Camp Hopson 

Incorporating Arthur Chivers 

Independent 
Family Funeral Directors 

offer a personal and complete 24 hour service 

Thatcham: (01635) 871692 
Hungerford: (01488) 686511 
Chieveley: (01635) 247462 
Highclere: (01635) 253509 

NEWBURY: (01635) 522210 

90 West Street, 

Newbury, 

Berkshire RG14 1HA 



ABINGDON 

stone: & marble: ltd 


Memorials & Cremation plaques 
Wide choice of designs 
A1 types of stone, marble & granite 
Renovations & additional inscriptions 
Prompt personal service 
Discount for O.A.P.’s 
Prepayment memorial service offered 


ABINGDON 

j (01235) 520617 - (01235) 528285 

I \ \ <01235 ) 530739 


www.abingdon-stone.co.uk 
161 A OCK STREET, ABINGDON, OXON 





GOLDEN CHARTER 


FUNERAL PLANS 


o 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 



B The only plan recommended 
■RP by the National Society of Allied 
& Independent Funeral Directors 




The CARING approach to a sensitive subject 


There comes a time when it’s 

natural to consider your own funeral... to 
think about loved ones and what to leave 
them. Not the burden of funeral costs, 
obviously. Or the ordeal of deciding on the 
arrangements. 

Golden Charter funeral plans give 
you total peace of mind. Here’s why they 
are recommended by over 2100 local 
independent funeral directors - companies 
that care deeply about their clients. 

• A Golden Charter plan enables you to 
cover every possible cost in advance. 
Therefore the funeral director can 
guarantee that he or she will not have to 
ask bereaved relatives for extra payment 
for the arrangements selected at the time 
of need. Other funeral plans do not 
necessarily meet all expenses. 


• Golden Charter gives you freedom to 
choose your funeral director. 

• With Golden Charter you may personalise 
your plan any way you wish. 

No other funeral plan has such a 
combination of benefits for you and your 
loved ones. 

If you’d like to know more, telephone 
any of the Golden Charter funeral 
directors advertising in this feature or 
complete and send the coupon to 
them. Alternatively, you may send it to: 

FREEPOST, GOLDEN CHARTER 

or call us free of charge on 

0800 833 800 


| Please send me your Golden Charter brochure with prices. 


Surname: 


TD0301 


REQUIRED 
To: FREEPOST 


i Address: 


| Postcode: 


Tel no: 


MEMBER OF THE 




FUNERAL PLANNING COUNCIL 


Advertisement Feature 


THE GOLDEN CHARTER PLAN 

• THE CARING APPROACH TO A SENSITIVE SUBJECT 

Like everything else, 
the cost of a funeral 
increases year after 
year. 

Due to the diminishing 
availability of burial space 
and the need by 
crematoria to meet 
stringent new EC 
regulations, combined 
with increased fees for 
doctors and clergy, funeral 
costs have increased 
ahead of inflation. 

Over the past two years, 
the average cost of a 
burial has increased by 
25% and a cremation by 
1 2%. The average price of 
a simple funeral in the UK 


is now£2048 for burial and 
£1215 for cremation (The 
Oddfellows Survey of 
Funeral Costs 2000). 

So it is not surprising that 
over 300,000 people in 
the UK have now planned 
and paid for their funerals 
in advance. By doing so, 
they have demonstrated 
their thoughtfulness and 
care for their family and 
friends by removing not 
only the burden of funeral 
costs but also easing the 
stress of making the 
arrangements. 

Many of them did so 
through Golden Charter, a 
British company, which is 
the UK’s largest funeral 


planning network. Over 
2100 locally owned and 
run independent funeral 
directors throughout the 
UK now accept Golden 
Charter plans and 
recommend them to the 
families they serve. 

Why ...? Because Golden 
Charter allows the client 
to cover all the costs 
related to the funeral. This 
means that the funeral 
director can guarantee the 
family will never be asked 
to pay more money for the 
arrangements the client 
has selected. 



It’s good to know your 
Local Independent Funeral 
Director is SAIF 


GOLDEN 

CHARTER 

V FUNERAL PLANS 



Uts’ERAL MBUDSMAN CHEME 


SAIF National Office 01279 726777 email: info@saif.org.uk 


REEVES MEMORIALS 

CARING FAMILY BUSINESS 

* Large Memorial Display 

* Top Quality Guaranteed Memorials 

* Insurance Cover Available 

* Renovation Work - Free Estimates 
* Prompt and Reliable Service at 

Competitive Prices 

146 Magdalen Road, Oxford 

01865 251231 

Home visits arranged 


You can personalise any 
of Golden Charter’s four 
plans to suit your own 
requirements through their 
unique Select Reserve 
option. 

This is not the case with 
some plans on the market 
so be sure to check 
exactly what is covered if 
you are shopping around. 
Also make sure that you 
can select and use the 
local funeral director of 
your choice. Some plans 
restrict your choice by 
nominating a firm owned 
by the plan’s parent 
company. 

It is important to 
distinguish between a pre- 
paid funeral plan and the 
funeral expenses policies 
offered by insurance 
companies. Such policies 
often do not detail the 
arrangements or 
guarantee to fully cover 
the costs of the funeral. If 
you are in reasonable 
health, the sum paid out 
to the family could easily 
be less than the amount 
you have paid in 
premiums. 

Golden Charter even 
ensure that the 
thoughtfulness shown in 
purchasing a plan is 
remembered for rpany 
years to come. Through 
an exclusive arrangement 
with the Woodland Trust a 
tree is planed on your 
behalf in one of the Trust’s 
woodland sites. A living 
legacy for future 
generations to enjoy. 
Golden Charter are the 
only plans recommended 
by the National Society of 
Allied and Independent 
Funeral Directors (SAIF) 

J EDWARD CARTER V 

dL'sr' Funeral Directors 

VjtOM*A»ON 

I 24 hour service 

DEDICATED CHAPEL OF REST 
A private, family business, upholding the 
traditional values of dignity and respect 

Pre-paid funeral plan 

107 South Avenue, Abingdon OX14 IQS 

■N (01235) 528293 


The SAIF logo guarantees 
that your locally owned 
independent funeral directors 
within this feature are not 
part of a large conglomerate. 
Being members of The 
National Society of Allied 
and Independent Funeral 
Directors they will abide by 
the Funeral Ombudsman’s 
strict code of practice, always 
have a basic funeral available, 
offer Golden Charter pre- 
paid funeral plans and most 
importantly, give complete 
peace of mind. 



Jerrams Brothers Funeral Directors 

33 High Street, Woodstock 0X20 1TE 
Tel: 01993 811491 Fax: 01993 812304 

• Personal 24 hour service 

• Private chapel of Rest 

• A variety of pre-payrhent plans 

As new owners and funeral directors Nicholas 
and Benjamin Tonics are please to offer an 
independent family owned service. 


K. Y. GREEN 

Funeral Directors 

29 Cambridge Street, Aylesbury 

Aylesbury (01296) 482041 


24 HOUR SERVICE 

Golden Charter Funeral Pre-payment Plan 
Established 200 years 
Still a Real Family Business 

Private Chapel of Rest at Marsh Road, Little Kimble 




Est Before 1879 


TOMALIN & SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Your local Henley Independent Funeral Service 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames 




Telephone: (01491) 573370 


GOLDEN CHARTER 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 


Beacon Funeral Services 



V 


Sensitive, Professional Service 
Private Chapels of Rest 
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
24 Hour Personal Service 

27 Rose Avenue, Hazelmere, Bucks HP1S 7PH 

Please contact - Gary Arnold 

Telephone 01494 * 81 81 81 (24 Hr Service) 

The only Funeral Director locally approved by SAIF 

THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF ALLIED AND INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
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GOLDEN CHARTER 


^ Pre - Paid Funeral Plans 


GOLDEN 

CHARTER 



Anne F (outers 

Frost a "^ ot ^ er n ‘ ce t f ,in 9 s 

Flowers for all occasions 
Specialist in Weddings 
Funeral Tributes 


IS YOUR LOCAL FUNERAL 
DIRECTOR SAIF? 


LOSING someone you love is one of 
the hardest things in the world. You 
will need the support and care of 
friends and family throughout this 
difficult time. 

Choosing the right funeral director could 
seem daunting, but when you look for the 
Blue SAIF Logo, you can be sure that you 
will be dealing with an Independent 
Funeral Director, known for their 
excellence in caring. 

An Independent Family Funeral Directors’ 
have vast experience of caring for the 
needs of a family during stressful and 
emotional times. Whether you want a 
simple, quiet funeral or something more, 
SAIF members will provide quality service 
and dedicated attention to all your needs. 
The Society Of Allied and Independent 
Funeral Directors (SAIF) is a National 
Society made of Independent Funeral 
Directors many being well established 
family businesses of high standing in their 
communities. All SAIF members belong to 
the Funeral Ombudsman Scheme (FOS), 
giving you the confidence that in the 
unlikely event of a problem your interests 
will bfe fairly and professionally handled by 
the Funeral Ombudsman. 

Today, many people like to make provision 
for their own funeral. SAIF Funeral 
Directors recommend Golden Charter pre- 
paid funeral plans. The plan gives 


Help is available for any bereaved person 

OXFORD CRUSE 

offers a service according to need: 

- Individual counselling for adults 
and children between 5-16 

- Social activities 
Wesley Memorial Hall, New Inn Hall Street, OXFORD 0X1 2DJ 

TELEPHONE (01865) 245398 

OFFICE OPEN 10.00am- 1 2.00pm Monday lo Friday Ansaphone other times 

( bn826\ 

a. i. mini 

& Son Limited 



FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

(Previously Golden Charter Funeral Planner of the Year) 
♦ ♦ ♦ 

Contact one of the following offices to 
obtain help and advice or a copy of the 
Golden Charter brochure. 

Eldon House, 36 Eldon Road, Reading. 

TeL 0118 957 3650 

Ellen Lodge, 157 Binfield Road, BracknelL 
Tel: 01344 303707. 

Blyth House, 158 Reading Road, Henley. 

Tel: 01491 413434. 


THE ONLY 
INDEPENDANT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
IN OXFORD 

S & R CHILDS 

69 LONDON ROAD, 
HEADINGTON 

Telephone: 

SANDRA HOMEWOOD (nee Childs) 

(01865) 427272 

laEiSaj) You ’ll notice the 



Advertisement Feature 

complete, unbiased choice to your family 
and covers all the costs and there are no 
hidden extras. The plan is not tied to any 
one Funeral Directors, rather it gives your 
family the freedom to choose the most 
suitable in their time of need. 

When preparing for a funeral, remember to 
look for the blue SAIF logo only displayed 
by Independent Funeral Directors. 
Independent Funeral Directors - a 
reputation for care and Traditions of 
excellence - supported by SAIF. 

To find out if your local Funeral is SAIF 
contact The Society of Allied and 
Independent Funeral Directors, SAIF 
Business Centre, 3 Bullfields, 
Sawbridge worth, Herts CM21 9DB. 
Telephone: 01279 726777. 


SURMAN & HORWOOD 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
24 HOUR SERVICE 
MONUMENTAL STONEMASONS 

Incorporating The Funeral Department 
of Hobbs & Castle of Watlington 
PRIVATE FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
The Green Crowell 25 High Street 

Chinnor Princes Risborough 

(01844) 351323 (01844) 274842 

All numbers offer a 24 hour emergency service 


DARREN L. HANCOCK 

Independent Funeral Directors 


Bicester’s only INDEPENDENT 
Family Funeral Director 

A caring traditional 24 hour service provided 
by Mr Hancock personally 
Private Chapel of Rest 
Member of the Society of Alllied and 
Independent Funeral Directors 
Golder Charter pre-paid funeral plans 


“Our Family Serving Your Family” 


88 SHEEP STREET, BICESTER 
Tel: (01889) 244200 (24 Hrs) 


Cranford House School 

An Independent School for Girls aged 3-16 
and Bovs 3-7 


Open Evenings 

Senior School (11-16) 

Tuesday 8th May 6.30 - 8.00pm 

Kindergarten - Year 2 (3-7) 

Tuesday 22nd May 6.30 - 8.00pm 

• Academic success - 98.6% of all 
GCSE grades in range A* - C 

• All-round opportunities for everyone 

• Development of confidence, 
character and personality 

• School Transport available from 
certain areas 

Contact: The Headmistress, Cranford House 
School, Moulsford, Wallingford, Oxfordshire, 
0X10 9HT 

Tel: 01491 651218 Fax: 01491 652557 

HYPERLINK mail to: 
office@cranfordhouse.oxon.sch.uk 
Website: cranfordhouse.oxon.sch.uk 

"The School is situated on A329 between 
Streatley and Wallingford" 


Charity Reg No 280883 


H Sole 

Funeral Service 

Personal Service from a Qualified Funeral Director. 
Memorials designed and supplied 
to any area from our brochure. 

Bidstone Close, Over Norton, Chipping Norton, Oxon 0X7 5PP 

Tel: 01608 644112 • any hour 


The Oxford Stress and Trauma Centre 

Independent Trauma Treatment Centre specialising in a 
self-help book service for a wide variety of emotional 
problems and problems of daily living. 

Areas include: Low mood, anger and irritability, low self- 
esteem, trauma, depression, anxiety and many others 


Self-help Book's & tape's 


Ordtr easy via intamat on 
www.oxdtv.co.uh 
Or call us for a frtt Catalog® with 
Ordtrform on 01993 77 90 77 

All delivery p&p free for UK 



COUNSELLING 

• Relationship issues • Loss 

• Bereavement • Low self-esteem 

• Depression • Anxiety 

• Racial discrimination 

• Mental health issues 

'in training' 

Sliding Scale of Charges 

Fiona J Cockings 

Tel & Fax 01865 790694 




64 High Street Chalgrove Oxfordshire 0X44 7SS 

TEL 01865 890445 • FAX: 01865 890746 


RSCM 

The Royal School of Church Music is an educational 
charity dedicated to raising standards and promoting 
music in every style of Christian worship. Since its 
foundation in 1927, it has grown into an international 
organisation, providing inspiration and guidance to 
more than 7,000 affiliated organisations and over 4,000 
individual members. 

Members are drawn from different denominations; they 
worship in different ways and enjoy varied musical 
styles, but in common they believe that good music, 
used effectively, greatly enriches Christian worship. 
RSCM Music Direct supplies all types of church music 
and books and sends them out as rapidly as possible. 
The stock ranges from traditional repertoire to modern 
day worship songs. The RSCM has also been co- 
ordinating the work of providing musical settings in a 
range of idioms for the new orders of Common 
Worship. 

RSCM courses in 2001 for children and adults include: 

29 - 31 May 

Using instruments in worship 

16 -19 July 

Singing course in Dunblane 

30 July - 4 August 

Holiday course for Organists, London 

30 July - 5 August 

Course at Chetham's School (10-25 yrs) 

30 July - 6 August 

Singing Week at Salisbury Cathedral 

31 July - 5 August 

Singing Week at Lincoln Cathedral 

13-19 August 

Kingswood School, Bath (boys 9-20 years) 

20 - 26 August 

Kingswood School, Bath (girls 9-25 years) 

29 - 31 October 
Composing for Worship 

Further details from: Jane Hiley, 

Royal School of Church Music, Cleveland Lodge, 
Westhumble, Dorking, Surrey RH5 6BW 
Tel: 01306 872807 
outreach @rscm. com 


UNIVERSITY 

of 

GLASGOW 



FACULTY of 
EDUCATION 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION continues to provide challenges for thoughtful and critical 
reflection. People who wish to further their expertise, interests or career will find that the 
Department of Religious Education of the University of Glasgow has a lot to offer. The 
Department is a flourishing teaching and research unit, based at St Andrew’s Campus on the 
outskirts of Glagow. 


Bachelor of Theology with concurrent teaching qualification 

This is an exciting degree programme, which has been developed for those who wish to teach 
Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies in Secondary School. It is open to students wishing to 
teach in either denominational or non-denominational schools. We offer this programme in 
collaboration with the Departments of Theology and Religious Studies and Philosophy. 


Certificate in Religious Education by Distance Learning (CREDL) 

This is a course designed especially for those who want to teach in Catholic Primary or 
Secondary schools and who are unable to attend the dedicated course offered by the Faculty of 
Education of the University of Glasgow. But it is also open to others who wish to develop their 
theological and/or pedagogical understanding and skills. 

POSTGRADUATE STUDIES. The following courses are offered at postgraduate level, and are 
therefore intended for those who already have a degree or other Higher Education qualification, 
though not necessarily a degree in Theology. 

Certificate/Diploma/Masters in Religious Education (for Primary or Secondary )/PhD 

This course is open to all qualified secondary teachers who wish to develop their knowledge, 
skills and professionalism in theology, religious studies and/or Religious Education. It offers three 
levels of postgraduate qualification: Certificate! Diploma/ Masters . 

The Certificate incorporates the Additional Teaching Qualification in Religious Education. The 
Masters is for those interested in doing significant, supervised research and development work, 
either in their own school or in some area related to the philosophy and/or moral practices of 
religious education. These courses are also offered in Open Learning format. Opportunities 
available for doctoral research. 


Certificate in Theology and Ministry designed to empower lay people to take on roles of 
leadership, ministry and service in the contemporary Scottish Catholic Community. It is also open 
and useful to those serving other Christian Communities. 

PGCE (Religious Education) A one year teaching qualification for those with a degree or 
equivalent qualification in theology/Religious Studies. 

For further details please contactL James C. Conroy (Head of Department), Department of Religious 
Education, University of Glasgow, St. Andrew’s Campus, Duntocher Road, Bearsden, GLASGOW G61 4QA. 
Tel. No. 0141 330 3433. Fax No. 0141 330 3470, e-mail j.conroy@educ.gla.ac.uk 
or read more on the web at www.gla.ac.uk/departments/religiouseducation/ 


i 
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The Oxfordshire Youth Mentoring Scheme 

YOU'RE IN DEMAND! 

We have a shortage of mentors across 
Oxfordshire especially from the Black and Asian 
communities. 

Could you spare some freetime to make a 
difference to a young persons life? 

Could you help to guide, advise and 
support a person? 

We need people like you - to make a difference to 
difficult to reach young people in Oxfordshire! 
We will train you through an Open College 
Network course, and equip you ready for the 
challenge. We'll support you throughout. 
Mentoring has a major role to play with young 
people struggling to become accepted members 
of their community. 

For more information call 01865 848181 



CARE SERVICES 


Are You: 

• Caring • Reliable 

• Flexible • Car Driver 

If so we can offer: 

• Excellent rates of pay 

• Full training 

• 4 weeks paid holiday 

Caring for people in their own 
homes/ nursing homes 

Interested? 

Call Neil/Kaye 
01865 712223 
for details 


Call: 

0161 904 9000 

for your free Christian catalogue 



ACE DENTURE CENTRES 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE 
OF DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

• We make dentures look like real 
natural teeth at affordable prices 
on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 
Sunken features can be 
supported to return to your 
natural appearance 
Economy dentures for senioi 
citizens 

Delicate chrome plates 
Comfortable soft linings 
Evening appointments 
For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 
Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 
Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED 
WHILE YOU WAIT 

For appointments 
phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED 
BY THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH 
WYCOMBE, 

PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 
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a^HER&VLirE. 

FREE - HERBALIFE 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
PRESENTATION 

We will show you how to set up. 
run and prosper, full on-going 
training and support, no experience 
necessary, no door knocking. 

You can earn £300 • £1500 
per month 

Part time - even more full time 

Free half day presentation 
What do you have to lose 
To book your free ticket for a 
presentation near you or for further 
information, call Trevor on 
01865 848 961 

Hpr ba l ^m uj jard.tsbusinm cQ u k 
www.hbin.com access code TR3128 


THE POETRY 
CHURCH 

Britain's leading poetry 
quarterly. Only £7 pa. 
Contributions invited. New 
hymns, church music by Oavid 
Grundy and another Christian 
detective novel. 

“The Bradshaw Mystery” by 
John Waddington-Feather 
£6.99 

Send SAE for details or visit 
our website: 

www.waddvsweb.freeuk.com 

Feather Books P.0. Box 438 
Shrewsbury SY3 OWN - UK 


New Year - New Challenge 
Can YOU meet it in 2001? 



• Are you able to offer a little of your time to give a child 

with a disability regular short breaks away from their family? 

• Or could you devote more time to care for a child with a 
disability for a longer period? 

We need people who can offer either short breaks via our breaktime 
Scheme, or foster homes for children with disabilities on a short- 
term, long-term, or emergency basis. 

There is no such thing as a typical carer - as one you will be offered 
regular support and training and allowances to cover your 
expenses. There is also a scheme - Fostering Plus - which pays up 
to £270 a week to people who care for children who have very high 
levels of need. 

Find out more by calling our 
intormation line on 01865 375515 




nformation for people with 
disabilities, carers and 
professionals 


Berkshire 

Disability 

Information 

Network 


NEED 

VOLUNTEERS 

With personal experience of a disability to work from 
office or home to check and update our database plus any 
other routine office duties if required. Or we can place 
you with other organisations. 

We are also able to place you in other voluntary situations 
local to you. 

Please call our volunteer line on 01344 310544 between 
1.30 and 4pm and ask for Diana or call our main line on 
01344 301572 between 9.30am- 1.00pm and leave your 
message for me. 
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37 CAMBRIDGE STREET, AYLESBURY 
Rear of Marks & Spencers 


Stairlift & Hoist 
Installations 


• New stairlifts installed from £ 1650 

• Reconditioned stairlifts installed 

from £ 850 

• New hoists installed from £1250 

• Reconditioned hoists installed 

from £ 750 

• All installations carry a minimum of 12 
months guarantee 

• Stairlifts purchased and removed 

• Stairlifts, hoists and homelifts resited. 

• All makes of stairlift, hoist and homelift 
serviced and repaired 

• Local authority approved contractor 

• Friendly service from a local dealer 

DOMESTIC LIFT 
SERVICES LTD 

High Wycombe 01494 715536 
Wallingford 01491 825625 
Email: DLSL@btintemet.com 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease. We have qualified and experienced staff, large 
gardens and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, contact: 
GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around 

T^ARDINGTON Near Banbury, 

0x011 0X17 1SD 

nursing home Telephone: (01295) 750513 



IT’S TIME TO TREAT YOURSELF! 
Purchase one of these Fantastic 
Products at Normal Price ... 


• 8 mph Scooter 

• Deluxe Adjustable Bed 

• Bison Bede Stairlift 

• Enigma Powerchair 

• Travelease Mini Scooter 


... Then receive one of these excellent FREE 
GIFTS compliments of Ashdale Healthcare: 


• Colour Portable TV 

• Bathlift 

• DVD Player 

• £100 of Small Aids 

• Manual Wheelchair 

• Travelease Mini Scooter 

• £200 of Scooter Accessories 

• Riser Recliner Armchairs 
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2 Windmill Road, 
Headington, Oxford 
Tel. 01865 769778 


sjr 

www.ashdale-healthcare.co.uk 



READING AND 

I N * 4 DISTRICT STEDFAST 
ASSOCIATION 

Former members of The Boys’ Brigade have always 
been among its staunchest supporters. In a number of 
parts of the UK Stedfast Associations provide a focus 
for past members and make a vital contribution to the 
work of the present day Brigade. 

This new branch of the Stedfast Association welcomes 
applications for membership from former members, 
serving officers and supporters of The Boys’ Brigade. 

Surname 

First name(s) 

Address 

Post Code 

Former B.B. Connection (if any) 

I enclose a cheque for £3.50 
I enclose a cheque for £50 (Life membership) 
Donation 

Send to: 

Reading Stedfast c/o 80 Knightswood, Bracknell 
RG12 7ZR 

For further details contact Peter Whyte on 
(01344) 423184 (Ansaphone) 


KEEP HILL REST 
HOME 

Do you have a kindly , caring and 
patient attitude? 

Then a job opportunity at Keep Hill Rest 
Home may be just what you’re looking for. 

We are a Christian owned and staffed 
Residential Care Home for frail elderly in 
High Wycombe; we are looking for 

CARE STAFF 

and a 

CLEANER 

to join our enthusiastic team. 

We operate an In-House Training 
programme to equip you with the skills 
you need to do your job well. 

Please telephone: 

01494 528627 



Stephen P. Cockings 
Christian Advisor 

offering an 

Immigration Advice & Advocacy Service 

Also advice on Work Permit Issues 

PO Box 947, East Oxford 
Oxon OX4 1WH 
United Kingdom 

Tel & Fax: OXFORD 790694 
Pager No: 04325 585416 





ESSENTIAL 
HEALTH LTD 

INDEPENDENT HEALTHCARE 
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 

PRIVATE 

MEDICAL 

INSURANCE 

With a 1 in 5 chance of needing some form of 
hospital treatment and over a million people 
already on waiting lists, can you afford to 
ignore the alternatives. 

For peace of mind, prompt treatment, choice 
of consultant, privacy and comfort contact 
your local, friendly private health insurance 
specialists, quoting ref: EHL 650. 

0800 0747 230 

55 Princes Street, Yeovil 
BA20 1EE 

www.essentialhealthltd.com 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30am TO 4.00pm TEL: 01793 701313 

514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP MOONRAKER PUB), SWINDON 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 





For a sense of freedom . . . out of doors . . . and around the home 





WALKING AIDS BATH LIFT STAIR LIFTS 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 

LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 
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TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 
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PEL 

STACKING 

CHAIRS 

Approx 100 brown metal 
framed with black seat 
cushions for disposal. 

£2 per chair 
BUYER COLLECTS 
Contact The Manager, 
Greyfriars Christian 
Centre, 

Friar Street, 
Reading RG I I EH 
Tel: 0118 958 7369 


TABLEWHERE? 


Matching service for new 
and discontinued 
Wedgwood, Doulton, 
Spode, Aynsley, Coalport, 
Minton, Royal Albert, 
Denby, Hornsea, 
Paragon, RC Derby, 
Poole, Johnsons, 
Midwinter etc. 

WE ALSO BUY! 

Call: 0208 361 6111 ir 
Fax: 1210 361 6143 

TABLEWHERE? 

4 Queens Parade Close, 
Friern Barnet, London Nil 3 FT 
Email: 

tablewhere0globalnet.co.uk 
www.tablewhere.co.uk 
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WORK FROM 
HOME 

Computer an advantage 
Earn serious income 
For free info visit 
www. hbitl . net/8206 
or telephone 

01749 812107 


Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & 

^ holidays. Our cottages are 
comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 
See: www.somersetcottages.com 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01 749 672 857 


EARN EXTRA MONEY 
AND HELP OTHERS 
... by providing care 
and companionship 
for the elderly in their 
own homes 

FLEXIBLE HOURS 

Ring 

01494 678811 

A 


UNIVERSAL CARE 


New Weight Loss 
programmes that work! 

FREE CONSULTATION 

Contact your local 
Herbalife Representative 

SUE ELLIOT 

And start losing weight TODAY! 

Phone: 01256 704585 

or for a comprehensive online 
presentation check out 
www.dietuk.net/7760 


o 

M 

B 

H 


HIGH WYCOMBE 


For FREE loan of battery scooters, 
manual and power wheelchairs 
Open Monday to Saturday 

PHONE: 01494 472277 

also at 

Court Gardens, Marlow 
PHONE: 01628 405218 
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THE COOKHAM RIVERSIDE 

Residential Nursing Home 
Situated on the banks of the River Thames, The Cookham 
Riverside complements its stunning location by providing the 
highest standards of care and attention in comfortable and 
relaxed surroundings. 

• All single rooms • Activities programme 
• Long and short term care available 
For further information, or an appointment 
to view please contact: 

Miss P. Hadley, Matron on TeL 01628-810557 

Berries Road, Cookham, Berks SL6 9SD 
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Wqz Hangston 

DUAL 
REGISTERED 
RESIDENTIAL 
& 

NURSING 
HOME 

PROPRIETOR: MR l.l. BURDEN, B.Sc(Hbis| 
QUALIFIED STAFF WITH 24 HOUR CARE 
PUASANI ROOMS ERR SINGIE BCCOPANCY 
OR FOR MARRIED COUPLES 
LIFT • CALL BELLS • EN SUITES 
COMFORTABLI ROOMS AT SENSIBLE PRICES 



STATION ROAD 
KINGNAM, BXON 
NEAI CHIPPING NBITON 


[01008] 

GS8233 


2 FORCES 

w 
m 



The Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and 
Families Association - Forces Help 

Volunteers needed 


Have you got time to make a difference? 


SSAFA Forces Help is a leading national Charity, 
established to assist serving and ex-Service 
personnel and their families. We care for over 
100,000 people every year. 

Our volunteers are the last line of defence for the 
14 million people entitled to call on us for help. 

They meet the ever increasing needs of the past 
and present Service people and their dependants, 
among them an ageing Wartime generation. 

Enlist Today - We offer training, all out of 
pocket expenses and job satisfaction 

For more information contact Ann Needle by 
phone on 020 7463 9223, by e-mail: 
ann.n@ssafa.org.uk, or visit our web site at 

www.ssafa.org.uk 

1 9 Queen Elizabeth Street, London SE1 2LP 


Host Family 
Accommodation 
and Teach English 
at Home 

TEFL qualified or experienced teachers 
required to provide Host Family 
accommodation and English Tuition for 
short stay Japanese visitors. 

Non TEFL qualified Host Families also 
required for hosting and teaching of 
cooking, gardens etc. 

Good remuneration. 

Contact Kelvin Fowler at 

ENGLAND TRAVEL 
and LEARNING 

Tel 01865 557 555 
email: info@jiyutabi.com 



THE 


c7ive^/lls 


NOW OPEN 


The Five Alls:- Govern All, 

Pray for All, Plead for All, pjy 

Fight for All, Pay for All 

FILKINS, GLOS GL7 3JQ 

Just off the A361 between Burford and Lechlade 
Telephone: 01367 860306 

• Excellent restaurant • All food freshly prepared and 
cooked on the premises • Real ales • Extensive wine list 

• Beautiful en-suite accommodation 

& THE famous 

-!?ive_^lls INN 

CARVERY 


THE, 



- Prinknash Arrcy - 


CVcm 


(jl<»nc r^fer 


“A VlODCRN AKHCY 
ini Idyllic Surroundinqs" 

- Incorporating Prinknash Pottery - 

Specialising in Classic Contemporary Ceramics 

Our recently re-furbished Visitor Centre offers:- 

• Audio Pottery Tours • Quality Gift Shop 
• Tea Rooms • Disabled Access 


Telephone: (OI452) 812066 

ww.prinknashabbcy.org.uk 
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We’re open every day! 



Visit our Planetarium 
and find out about the 
Planets and Stars 
every weekend and 
during the 

Easter Holidays until 
29th April 


HANDS ON SCIENCE AND NATURE EXHIBITION - WITH 
OVER 70 EXHIBITS 

♦ CHILDRENS ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 

♦ 2,600 ACRES OF CROWN ESTATE WOODLAND 

♦ MOUNTAIN BIKE HIRE ♦ ORIENTEERING ♦ GIFT SHOP 

♦ COFFEE SHOP ♦ OPEN DAILY 10am - 5pm 

For more information call 01344 354400 

THE LOOK OUT DISCOVERY CENTRE 

(OPPOSITE CORAL REEF) NINE MILE RIDE, BRACKNELL, 
BERKS RG12 7QW 

Junction 3 off M3 or Junction 10 off M4. 

Tel: 01344 354400 

Email: thelookout @ bracknell-forest.gov. uk 
Website: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/lookout 



Viva Network - serving ‘children at risk’ world-wide, need people with a 
servant heart and fun-loving attitude to join them. 

PA to Internatinal Director 

Do you love variety, challenge and meeting God’s people from across the 
world? We need an experienced PA with excellent 
communication skills as well as strong organisational skills. 

IT roles 

Do you enjoy the challenge of problem-solving and seeing 
the end-result of your work at a customer level? We need 
several people to join the IT support team with skills and 
experience in at least one area of IT account management, 
hardware/software technical support and programming. 

Other posts also available. Salary: Viva Network team 
members (across 4 offices world wide) are funded in 
various ways. The best approach for you will be discussed 
at interview. Closing date: March 23rd 2001. For more 
information, application form(s) and job description(s), 
please contact: 

Recruitment, Viva Network, 

P0 Box 633, Oxford, 0X2 OXZ 
^Viva Tel. 01 865 450800 Fax. 01 865 203567 





www.viva.org 


EARN 8130 PEI 


Earn extra cash, weekly 
from the comfort of your 


mailing envelopes. 

For details send SAE 
(with first class stamp) to 
The Administrator, 

34 Langton Road 
London 
SW9 6UX 


CHRISTENING 

BAPTISM • CONFIRMATION 
BURR WALNUT PRESENTATION 
CASE AND BIBLE 

A GIFT FOR ANY 
OCCASION 

THE FINE WOODWORKING GROUP 
CITY POLISHERS LTD. 

01406 380984 



FIRST RAY GIVERS aid 
PRESENTATI8N PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK4 OVA 

[012341325531 


Experienced 

Retired 

Organist/ 

Choirmaster 

available to deputize 
Sundays or 
weekdays. 30 miles 
radius of High 
Wycombe. 

01494 482355 


Call: 

0161 904 9000 

for your free Christian catalogue 


Kick Start Your 
DIET the FAST way 

Dettox and unwind 
Pamper yourself in an Idyllic 
Hertfordshire cottage 
Relaxing, friendly and 
affordable 

Tel: 01089 750199 


CLARINET 
in C 

Full Clarinet range 
and tone 

British Design Award 
1993 

Tel: 01751 433379 
www.firstclarinet.com 






PRESENTS 

Arts and Crafts 

HYDE END 

Nr GREAT MISSENDEN 

signposted on the B485 Supponingf^^v 
theR.N.LI.ffW\ 
27th, 28th & 29th April 2001 j . e> , ' 

10 am to 5 pm Daily JLilICDOcttS 

Rova> N'at'O not UeDoai h .1 ;< 

Over 120 genuine craftspeople y many demonstrating their skills. 

Artists • Basketmaking • Blacksmiths • Glass Engravers 
Jewellers • Potters • Weaver 

Wood Turning and many more , both old and new exhibitors. 

for further information Telephone 01634 849778 

A threat Da y Oat 
For All The Family 

Free Childrens Activities 



BRITISH 

CRAFTS 


Admission 
Adults £3.50 
Senior Citizens £2.50 
Children 5-15yrs old £1.00 

Free Parking • Catering & Toilets • 
• Facilities for the Disabled • 
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Time of your life 


Telling the Easter story in our villages 


HOW can you run a successful 
children’s event in small rural 
churches with few resources? 
For the past ten years our 
group of villages has held a 
popular Good Friday morning 
workshop for children aged 
four to 11, thanks to the ini- 
tiative of the Group Sunday 
School, willing help from local 
people, and plenty of children 
keen to come along. 

The basics 

Invitations and booking forms 
are distributed in our two 
church schools and around the 
villages. Ideas come from the 
helpers, or from books or mag- 
azines such as Together with 
Children. There must be sim- 
ple activities for the younger 
ones. Activity leaders (not nec- 
essarily churchgoers) bring 
their own equipment and mate- 
rials; expenses are reimbursed. 
The venue is the village hall in 
one of our larger villages. The 
day runs from 10am to 12 
noon, with a family service at 
12.15. A charge of £2 per child 
is made to cover expenses. 

The programme 

Registration is followed by a 
welcome and an introduction 


to the Good Friday story (per- 
haps using part of a video , e.g. 
Storykeepers, The Miracle 
Maker ; Luke Street, or Good 
Friday, Easter Sunday). 
Children then move into the 


activities, choosing what they 
would like to do. 
Refreshments are served half- 
way through the morning. 

Towards the end of the morn- 
ing we gather to hear the rest 
of the Easter story, so that the 
Resurrection is included. Then 
we walk in procession to the 
church for an informal service, 
where parents join us. The 

\ 


older children take part in the 
readings, prayers and music. 
Last year the Sunday school 
performed a simple play using 
the puppets they had been 
making throughout the term. 


Events such as these give a 
great opportunity for a range 
of people to come together for 
a worth-while project and to 
hear the Easter story. They 
gather momentum and 

become a village tradition. 

Clare Wenham and Penny Wood 

are children's work leaders in the 
Shelswell Benefice in north 

Oxfordshire where Penny is also a 


Ideas for activities 

Activities in recent years have 
included: 

Decorating eggs 
Woollen pompom chicks (can 
be put in a washed eggshell) 
Easter cards and bookmarks 
Easter gardens in 'Fruit Corner 7 
yoghurt pots: the comer folds up 
to make the empty tomb, and a 
background showing the empty 
crosses on a hill can be photo- 
copied for children to colour (an 
idea from Together with Children) 
Easter bonnets and baskets 
from coloured card, decorated 
with paper flowers 
Biscuits to be covered with icing 
and sugar decorations 
Easter trees from twigs hung 
with Easter symbols (cut from 
paper and coloured) 

Crosses made from twigs. 
Cooking hot cross buns 
Easter biscuits, or Resurrection 
buns (yeast dough rolled in sugar 
and cinnamon, wrapped round a 
white marshmallow to represent 
Jesus's body going into the tomb; 
during baking the marshmallow 
melts, leaving an 'empty, tomb' 
in the middle) 

Banner or poster made jointly, 
to be taken to church for the 
family service that follows 
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Easter chocolate Gateau 

By Ann Way, our cookery writer 


EASTER is a very special time of the year with it’s promise of 
life after death. We see it all around us. the seemingly long 
winter time with all the dead leaves in barren hedgerows and 
bare trees is finished. Suddenly life is everywhere again with 
a multitude of flowers and fresh greenery. Nestling birds lay 
their eggs. Then we have Easter Eggs and CHOCOLATE! So 
here is my ‘Chocolate Easter Gateau’. 


Ingredients 

100gm-oz castor sugar 

lOOgm-oz soft margarine or softened butter 

3 medium eggs 

2 rounded tablespoons of Baking Powder 
lOOgm-oz S.R. Flour 
a little milk 

lOOgm-oz good quality dark chocolate 
1/2 pint Double cream 

For Decoration 

Some real violets and 
primroses 

1 egg white beaten lightly 
l-oz*castor sugar 
some chocolate leaves 
1/oz of grated chocolate 


Method 

Place the first six ingredients in a large bowl and beat with an 
electric whisk for about one minute until they are well blend- 
ed and have become lighter in colour. Test if the mixture 
drops off the spoon easily if given a little shake. If the mix- 
ture is too thick add a little milk and beat to blend. 

Take two sandwich tins about 8 inches in diameter and 
grease proof paper. Divide the mixture evenly between the 
two tins and smooth the tops. Place in the centre of a pre- 
heated oven 170°C, or Fan oven 160°C, or gas mark 3 or 
350°F. Every oven seems to vary, so cook as you would for a 
Victoria Sandwich. 

When cooked, approx. 18-20 minutes check each cake is 
properly done by pressing lightly with a finger in the middle 
of the cakes. If it does not leave a dent, then they are ready 
to take out. Cool on wire racks and when cold split each 
sponge horizontally so you have four rounds. Whip the dou- 
ble cream so that it holds a peach but is not too thick. 

Melt the cooking chocolate in a bowl over simmering water 
and stir till smooth. Brush some of the chocolate on some 
washed and dried rose leaves, using the underside of the leaf, 
and let them sit. The rest of the chocolate is then folded into 
the whipped cream and each layer is sandwiched with the 
mixture - save a little of the cream for the top of the cake and 
spread evenly . Sprinkle with the extra grated chocolate. 
Then take the primroses and violets and brush all over with 
the lightly beaten egg which and dip in the extra castor sugar. 
Put them somewhere fairly warm to dry. Peel the rose leaves 
carefully always from the chocolate, some will probably 
break, but if you’ve done a sufficient amount you should 
have five or six whole ones. When you are about to serve 
place the violets and primroses in the centre surrounded by 
the chocolate leaves. It really does look pretty and makes a 
marvellous sweet for a party. A more ordinary cake can be 
made by using a chocolate flavoured butter icing instead of 
the cream. 



CHRISTIAN COACH HOLIDAYS 

TO THE ISLE OF SKYE 
FROM LONDON 

Stay in the STB 3 Star comfort of 
DUNRINGELL HOTEL, KYLEAKIN 
COACH TOURS OF SKYE AND HIGHLANDS 
EVENING BIBLE TALKS & FELLOWSHIP 
with 

REV DAVID BROWN (of Titchfield) 
10TH TO 20TH JULY 

Also tours from Bristol and Manchester 
and WALKING HOLIDAYS 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 01 599 534 180 


SERIOUS! 

Home Based 
Business Opportunity 


Phone for FREE video 

01452 533974 

between 6.15pm & 10pm 
or contact: 

www.hbitl.net/ 5375 


Are you suffering from: 
Ache, Pain, Stress, Depression 
or Fluid Retention ? 


Marie-France Bewley 

MA (Hons), ITEC, MllR Registered, MISPA, MLD (UK) 

Why not try? 

For more information, 
please contact: 

160 Oxford Road 
Abingdon 
OXON OX14 2AF 

^ 01235 555932 
U 01865 558561 

O Aromatherapy 
O Massage 
O Reflexology 
O Manual Lymph 
Drainage (MLD) 


www.mfbewley.org.uk 


Elderly Lady in need ot 
help and companionship 

in modern, easily run home in Marlow. 
Household help and some cooking 
required. 

Mature, Christian lady, good driver and 
dog lover especially welcome. 

Part or full-time negotiable. 

To start as soon as possible. 

Contact 01865 716924 
or 01628 485468 


Call: 

0161 904 9000 

for your free Christian catalogue 



THE COLLEGE FOR ADULTS 

Ruskin College is an internationally famous College for adults. If you are 20 or 
over and have few or no educational qualifications and would like to take a new 
direction in your life why not join one of our full-time courses starting in 
September. 

We offer the opportunity to study within the following learning programmes: 
Community & Youth Work; Economics; English Studies; History; Employment 
Studies; Politics; Sociology; Women’s Studies, Creative Writing. You will be 
taught by tutorials, seminars and lectures in a supportive environment, alongside 
students with similar educational and social backgrounds as yourself. 

If accepted by the College as a student you would normally qualify for an Adult 
Education Bursary which will cover all tuition fees and some living expenses. 

For further information contact: 
Enquiries, 

Ruskin College, Walton Street, Oxford 0X1 2HE 
or telephone (01865)310713 

Ruskin College is a charity which exists to provide education for adults 
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A walk through the forest, it ain’t! 


FOR many Christians - maybe 
all - the Holy Land has an 
enduring fascination, but many I 
suspect, like Sarah and Tom, the 
two fictional protagonists of 
Peter Walker and Graham 
Tomlin’s new book Walking in 
His Steps go with mixed, not to 
say confused, emotions. 
Touristic schizophrenia, I sup- 
pose you could call it! No won- 
der so many visitors fall prey to 
Jerusalem syndrome. 

For these confused souls, along 
with the plain curious, this book 
will be a godsend, helping to 
focus the mind and at the same 
time avoid the dreaded spectre 
of iconolatry - which always of 


course lurks at the back of the 
mind of the intelligent 
Protestant when confronted by 
anything that hints at pilgrim- 
age. But it will also, I think, help 
the Christian visitor (pilgrim, if 
you must) see beneath the rather 
unpleasant overlay of ‘tack’, 
with which so many of the sites 
have apparendy been vested, to 
an appreciation of the real and 
enduring significance of these 
holy places today. To that 
extent, it is an excellent spiritual 
preparation for the historical 
actuality of a land that carries 
the cradle of our faith. 

I must confess I found the 
device of fictional inserts dotted 


throughout the book slightly 
irritating, but I could live with 
that because of the wealth of 
information - historical, theo- 
logical and contemporary - con- 
tained elsewhere. In fact I wasn’t 
halfway through before I found 
myself wanting to go there too, 
and at that point I skipped to the 
back of the book to read the 
authors’ suggested itinerary. 
Masada, Qumran, Bethphage 
(which I still have no idea how 
to pronounce, even having read 
the appropriate section) all 
names to conjure with. But this 
book will help strip away the 
fantasy, so that you don’t get 
tangled in the ‘magic’, but fol- 


low a journey of faith. A good 
book, recommended for all first 
time visitors. 

Lynda Rose 

Lynda Rose is an Anglican priest 
and writer, and President of the 
Association of Christian Writers 
(ACW). 



WALKING IN HIS 


STEPS BY PETER 


WALKER & 
GRAHAM TOMLIN 


MARSHALL 


PICKERING £8.99 





THE risen Christ appears to his disciples: an illustra- 
tion from How to Cheat at Visual Aids! The Collection 
(Scripture Union, £9.99). Previously published in two 
volumes, this large-sized spiral bound book offers 
nearly 1,000 photocopiable line drawings covering 
most of the Bible. Scenes can be built up using the peo- 
ple (some with alternative expressions) and back- 
grounds. There is advice on how to use the drawings 
and a good index. A useful tool for those who work 
with children in the church. 


Prayer, prayer and more prayer 

Michael Wenham reviews three books about prayer 


I SOMETIMES wonder how 
the early church managed. I 
mean how did they do so well 
- without all the ‘how to’ 
books, training days/courses, 
indeed without a department 
of ministry development, the 
sort of things which are meat 
and drink to the contemporary 
western church? 

How did they know how to 
pray so effectively? Certainly 
not by reading manuals. But 
then of course they weren’t 
part of a media-ridden society, 
though wasn’t it someone in 
the pre-Christian era who said, 
‘Of the making of books there 
is no end. . .’? I wonder how 
different things really are. Sue 
Wallace’s Multi-Sensory 
Prayer (Scripture Union, 
£7.99), frankly, I found a bit 
whacky. However I take its 
point: that we have a mono- 
chrome picture of prayer of 
rather unexciting talking (usu- 
ally scripted) to God. But if 
you are looking for a variety of 
new and creative angles on 
praying, you will find them 
here, in an attractive and easily 
digested form. Somewhat 
more staid and with a single 
focus is the first in Grove’s 


Renewal Series. Developing 
Prayer Ministry (£2.2 5). John 
Leach, liturgist and director of 
Anglican Renewal Ministries, 
gives a simple theological 
rationale for what has become 
known as ‘prayer ministry’, 
that is, praying for individuals 
as part of a local church’s wor- 
ship. He then provides advice 
on introducing it: 24 pages of 
reassuring good sense. 

For me David Spriggs came 
nearest the mark with his 
Dangerous Praying (Scripture 
Union, £6.99). What is the key 
of prayer? According to Jesus 
it is our relationship with God: 
say ‘Our Father’. Drawing on 
Paul’s experience Spriggs 
encourages us to be bold in 
approaching the throne of 
grace, and, like a good preach- 
er not only stirs us up but gives 
practical help in how to do it. 
It’s the most meaty and sparky 
of the books and if I had to 
keep only one in my church it 
would be this one. If you want 
challenge, encouragement and 
help in praying on your own 
or with others, this is the pick 
of the bunch. 

The Revd Michael Wenham is 

Vicar of Stanford in the Vale. 


Redeeming love has 
been my theme 

WILLIAM COWPER (1731-1800) spent most of his life 
struggling with doubt and depression. In mental and spir- 
itual turmoil after three suicide attempts in his 30s, he 
opened a Bible for ‘comfort and instruction’ and saw 
Romans 3:25: ‘All are justified freely through the redemp- 
tion that came through Christ Jesus.’ ‘Immediately’, says 
Cowper, ‘I saw the sufficiency of the atonement He had 
made, my pardon sealed in His blood, and all the fullness 
and completeness of His justification. In a moment I 
believed’. Moving later to Olney he became friendly with 
the curate, John Newton, who tried to help him through 
his fits of despair by encouraging him to turn his poetic 
gifts to hymn-writing. The two men shared the task of 
writing one hymn a week in the early 1770s for the prayer 
meeting. The results were published in 1779 as Olney 
Hymns; 268 were by Newton and 68 by Cowper. 

Hymn notes by Clare Wenham 

Seen in the context of his fragile faith with his dependence 
on God’s grace in his weakness, his hymns such as ‘Oh! for 
a closer walk with God’ and ‘Sometimes a light surprises’ 
speak to us all the more. ‘God moves in a mysterious way’ 
was his last hymn, written before his illness took full hold of 
him. He was helped through it by devoted friends and his 
own gentle pursuits of poetry-writing, gardening and the 
care of his tame hares. (The Cowper and Newton Museum 
at Olney uses a hare as its symbol.) 

The imagery of ‘There is a fountain filled with 
blood’, inspired by the prophecy in Zechariah 13:1 of 
a cleansing fountain, may seem rather distasteful to us 
(Hymns for Today’s Church uses a blunted version: 
‘There is a fountain opened wide/Where life and hope 
begin’). But it echoes Revelation 7:14’s robes washed 
white in the blood of the Lamb, and of course 
Cowper’s own conversion experience. 

There is a fountain filled with blood 
drawn from Immanuel’s veins ; 
and sinners , plunged beneath that flood , 
lose all their guilty stains. 

The dying thief rejoiced to see 
that fountain in his day; 
and there have I, as vile as he, 
washed all my sins away. 

E’er since, by faith, I saw the stream 
thy flowing wounds supply, 
redeeming love has been my theme, 
and shall be till I die. 

William Cowper’s house at Olney is now a museum, which is holding the 
annual William Cowper Day, 'Cowper 's Love of Gardening', on 28 April. 
Events include talks, a guided walk and readings from Cowper's works. 
Details: The Cowper and Newton Museum, Orchard Side, Market Place, 
Olney, Bucks, 01234 711516. 

e-mail museum@olney.co.uk; web site olio.demon.co.uk/cnm 

See also back page article about Olney 



Wedding 

and 

Bridesmaid 

Dresses 

Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 
Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 

Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at 
Discount Prices 
Telephone 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading 
(0118) 9508959 


NEED A SECOND 
INCOME? 

Listen to 

0800 6340501 

Then call 

01892 547293 


WANTED IT! 

■ 


Classical 

Records 

Top prices paid for LPs 
(NOT 78’s) dating from 1954- 
1970, including symphonies, 
instrumental, opera vocal. 

Jonathan Kustow: 

Tel: 020 8450 9698 

or write to: 

26 Needham Terrace, 
London NW2 6QL 


IAIN £130 PER 
HUNDRED 

Earn extra cash, weekly 
from the comfort of your 
own home, 
mailing envelopes. 

For details send SAE 
(with first class stamp) to: 
The Administrator, 

34 Langton ftoad 
London 
SW9 6UX 


ATTENTION 

Home owners, Housing 
Association, shared ownership 
Unsecured loans for any 
purpose £1,000 -£15,000 
Secured loans from £3,000 
Re-mortgages available 
CCJ’s, defaults, no proof of 
income. All cases considered. 

MIDLAND PROPERTY 
AGENCY 

OFT019545 brokers agent 
Prompt & Friendly Service 

0121 429 4223 

Fax: 0121 420 4386 
Written quotes available 

Your homo is at risk if you do not keep 
up repayments on a mortgage or other 
loans secured on it. 


The Bookshop 


down the Lane 

OXFORDSHIRE'S NEWEST 
SECOND-HAND 

BOOKSHOP 

14 Wesley Lane, Bicester 

01869 360085 or 343410 
Opening times 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

10-6 

(Wednesday & Sunday by appointment) 



Fabrics for 
fashion, bridal and 
patchwork 

Deka silk paints, Dylon 
dyes, Madeirs threads, 
rug kits, hessian 
wadding, calico, muslin, 
polystyrene eggs & balls 
and much more. 

- Classes held daily - 
Just Sew, Poets Walk, 
Penrith 

01768 866791 


YORKSHIRE 
REETH, SWALEDALE - 
Greencroft 

Learn the art of traditional 
rugmaking in Shades of Heather's 
Garden Studio. 

One day or residential 
workshops. B&6. 

Send for nig making video and 
details phone 01748 884435 



Call: 

0161 904 9000 

for your free 
Christian catalogue 



Stamps & Stitches 

is your very 

comprehensive new Mail 
Order Service. 

We stock Cross 
Stitch/Tapestries from all the 
major companies at discount 
prices. DMC Threads! Anchor 
Wools, plus Rubber Stamps. 
Brass! Plastic Stencils. Blank 
Cards. Paper Punches and 
much, much more. 

Send stamps to the value of 
70p for stock lists and details. 
23 Highland Road, 
Norwich NR2 3NN 

Tel: 01603 455545 


RAFIA 
HAT KITS 

Complete kits to make a 
Breton Rafia Hat. 
Unusual present 

£25 p&p 

Contact Sue Manners 
The Old Barn, 
Lower Argoed, 
Shlrenewton, 
Monmouthshire 
NP16 6AP 
Tel: 01291 641685 








the Door closes 


Easter week in 
Trinidad and Tobago 

From Sister Hazel, one of the Sisters of St Ethelreda’s, who ran the 
St Alban’s Diocese children’s home and now lives in Widen, Milton 
Keynes and worships with the Society of the Sacred Mission. 


THURSDAY before Holy Week, 
5am - driving into San 
Fernando, the second largest city 
in Trinidad and Tobago. My car 
lights pick up some Spiritual 
Baptists, and Anglican people 
walking with their new red 
prayer books, now two years old 
and well thumbed. From the 
sacristy window there is a glint 
on the sea. Morning prayer and 
Eucharist starts at 6 a.m. every 
day with about 20 there. Some 
fast from first light till dark, like 
their Muslim brothers. 



The Dean, Nolly Clarke, outside 
Tobago's Trinity Cathedral 


FRIDAY The Bishop sends me 
to Tobago, a land of forest, 
beach and smallholdings. I 
meet girls from Bishop 
Anstey (one of many church 
schools founded by Bishop 
Anstey) at assembly. In the 
yard near the Archdeacon's 
house palms have been cut 
and stacked. 

He sends me to Pembroke on 
PALM SUNDAY. It s a sea- 
coast drive, and we find the 
church packed. Coming back 
down the hill after the bless- 
ing of palms, we wave green 
branches, and the sheep and 
goats sing along too. At the 
end of Mass there is an end- 
less queue for the laying on of 
hands, and then away with the 
Deacon to Charlotteville. We 
don't seem to have a gospel 
book, so he cleverly 'reads' the 
gospel inside his sermon. 


In the afternoon in 
Scarborough, local 
Christians sweat through mid- 
day heat, walking from the 
Salvation Army citadel, to the 
Roman Catholic church of the 
Conception. In Trinidad 
servers priest and people are 
doing the Stations of the 
cross climbing San Fernando 
Hill in blinding heat (bottom 
picture), thinking of our 
Saviour's Passion. Thousands 
are processing through Port 
of Spain from the RC 
Cathedral to Trinity Cathedral, 
where the steel band waits. 

Holy Trinity is full for the 
Bishop's MAUNDY CHRISM 
MASS. He calls me out to 
renew my priestly vows, and we 
priests concelebrate with him. 
The oils are blessed, and at the 
Communion I see faces I have 
known before. South then for 
the evening Liturgy , with the 
washing of feet; cool water on 
hot tired feet. 

GOOD FRIDAY is busy every- 
where, all day. I break the fast 
with the parish priest and his 
future wife. 

HOLY SATURDAY Hot, fast 
drive up the Solomon Hooch 
Highway for the Easter vigil. 
There are confessions to be 
heard, baptism and confirma- 
tion candidates to see. 
10.30pm, the Liturgy of the 
New Fire and the candles light 
up intent and happy faces. 
SUNDAY CHRIST IS RISEN! 
The answer roars HE IS 
RISEN INDEED! 





s dash to fame 



Pictured from top left clockwise: the winner Juliet Winter cross- 
ing the tape and running the race; Juliet receives the 'kiss of peace' 
from the Verger with (left) Bucks High Sheriff Martin Jourdan and 
(right), the Revd Val Rfeveley, deputising for the Rector Nigel Pond 
who was at the Liberal pancake race in USA; BBC Newsround pre- 
senter Kate Sanderson in one of the children's races; racing 
through the Olney streets; a young expert tossing a pancake and 
competitor Cheri Gwyn-Evans who was sponsored to run and 
raised £81 for church funds. 'The church here is wonderful' she 
said, 'a really lovely church - I am glad to be able to support it in 
this way.' 


ALONG with the BBC, Japanese 
media and local radio stations, 
The DOOR stepped out to see 
the transformation of a village 
in Buckinghamshire on the 27 
February - and all for a pan- 
cake race! However this race is 
special, it has been going since 
f445. and is an international 
event, with a link to Liberal in 
Kansas USA set up in 1950. 
The parishioners of Liberal 
contacted Olney with a chal- 
lenge after seeing press pho- 
tographs. To date the US have 
won the last two races, 
although residents of Olney 
were quick to inform us it was 
because they had better weather 
and a straighter course! 

No one is quite certain how 
the now world famous Pancake 
Race at Olney originated. One 
story tells us of a harassed 
housewife, hearing the shriv- 
ing bell, dashing off to the 
church still clutching her fry- 
ing pan containing a pancake. 
It is in memory of this that 
the rules of the competition 
are set: those who are quali- 
fied to take part in the race 
must be women of 18 years of 
age or over and either have 
lived in the town of Olney for 
at least three months immedi- 
ately prior to the event or, if 
living away, have their perma- 
nent home in the town. They 
must wear for the race the tra- 
ditional costume of the house- 
wife, including a skirt apron 
and headcovering, though 
they need not be married 
women. They must, of course, 


carry a frying pan containing a 
pancake. 

The race in Olney is run from 
the Market Place to a point mid- 
way down Church Lane - a dis- 
tance of 415 yards. Warning 
bells are rung from the church 
steeple and the race is started 
by the churchwarden at 
11.55am, using the large 
bronze ‘Pancake Bell’ normally 
on display in the museum. 
The winner this year, Juliet 
Winter, received £100, a silver 
server, and a copy of the 
famous Olney Hymns which 
include ‘Amazing Grace’ (see 
Hymn Notes page 1 8). 

The races ended with the 
Shriving Service when the run- 
ners, officials, townsfolk and 
visitors poured into the Parish 
Church of SS Peter and Paul 
for a ecumenical service led by 
Malcolm Hanson, Moderator 
of East Midlands Synod of the 
United Reformed Church. 
Although the Church holds 
many hundreds of people, it 
is regularly filled to capacity 
on this occasion. 

The Mayor of Olney, Dave 
Price said it was a joy to main- 
tain the tradition of the race. 
However one of the runners 
perhaps changed her mind by 
the end of the race. Dressed in 
a head scarf and curlers she was 
heard to exclaim, ‘I was at 
death’s door coming round that 
corner:’ Perhaps some training 
is in order before next year! 

Pictures: Frank Blackwell 
Report: Jemimah Wright 
assisted by Mary Tomlinson 


Our work is... 
Caring 

Running nine residential 
and nursing homes 

THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND 
PENSIONS BOARD 

offers security and peace of 
mind to all those retired from 
the stipendiary ministry 

Another new home has 
opened but 

donations are still needed to support those 
living in Board homes who cannot afford 
the full cost of their care. 

Your donation or legacy will help us 
continue this much needed work for those 
who have cared for others in the name 
of Christ. 

A copy of our appeals brochure illustrating 
the Board’s charitable work, or words for 
inclusion in a will are available from the 
secretary. 

The Church of England Pensions Board (OTD) 

FREEPOST Lon 898 
London SW1P3YS 

Reg. Charity number 236627 
Please help us in any way you can. Thank you. 



LOANS 

ANY PURPOSE £3,000 - £50,000 

• Pay off your credit cards and existing loans 
• Reduce your monthly outgoings • Employed or self employed 
• CCJs, Defaults and Mortgage arrears considered. 

Typical example - £6,000 x 60 mths = £133.90 per month. Total repayable £8,034.12 APR 118% 
ZONE SECURITIES ~ Freefone 0800 169 3881 
WRITTEN QUOTATIONS ON REQUEST. LOANS SECURED ON PROPERTY 
YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A 
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT Ref CH 
\ / 

TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL a FAX: (01865) 722022 
Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC * LEGAL • CIVIC * ECCLESIASTICAL 


Guardian Gifts 

Your one stop Christian Shop for 
Christian Books, Bibles, Music, Devotionals, 
T-Shirts, Bible Covers, Jewellry, Used Books, 
& Great Gifts delivered to your door. Also free 
find it and match it service for any Christian 
product. Call 0161 904 9000 for your free 
catalogue or visit our website: 

www.diopub.co.uk 


He then rolled a great 
stone against the 
entrance, and went 
away. (Matthew 27:60) 

JOSEPH could be content 
that he had done all in his 
power to bring these unhap- 
py events to an end. He had 
completed the formalities. 
So, ‘he went away’. There is a 
finality in the words. Pilate 
too had sealed and secured 
the site. As far as the gover- 
nor was concerned the file on 
Jesus of Nazareth was closed. 

The living Christ is not con- 
fined to the grave. His pres- 
ence cannot be tied down. 
Christians restrict his move- 
ments. They roll a great stone 
against him and say, ‘we have 
him; he is 'imprisoned. We 
can control and define him!’ 

We bury Christ in our insti- 
tutions. Of course, we need 
our committees and councils 
but we would be foolish to 
disregard their dangers. I 
remember the man who, on 
his death bed, confessed that 



by Leighton Thomas 


THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


he had only one regret in 
life; that he did not become 
a member of The Church of 
England Men’s Society! I 
fear that he had missed the 
point. Christ may indeed be 
found in our organisations 
but too often they serve 
only to conceal the truth. 
Christ will not be buried. 
He insists on moving on. 

We bury Christ in words. 
Most of us have been con- 


The Revd Leighton Thomas is a 

Area Dean of Abingdon and Vicar 
of Sutton Courtenay with 
Appleford. He is a member of The 
DOOR Editorial Support Group 


cerned with Common 
Worship , comparing it with 
other liturgies. We have spent 
hours producing service 
sheets for all seasons. 
However, excitement should 
be tempered by caution: we 
can concentrate so much on 
our expression of praise that 
we lose sight of the Lord him- 
self. Christ will not be pinned 
down; neither by scholarly 
focus on ancient scriptural 
texts nor by words from a 
Victorian hymnal, no longer 
representing the world that 
God is anxious to serve. Christ 
beckons from another place. 

We bury Christ in past 
experience. We, older clergy, 
find it much easier to make 
judgements on the basis of 
arguments and conclusions 
that we rehearsed many 
years ago. We have to remind 
ourselves; this is not the way 
of Christ. The Church 
always faces new challenges. 
The Lord is ahead of us. 
Why should we seek the liv- 
ing Christ among the dead? 







